












How Many of These Inspiring Statements Have You Read? 


(in regard to U. S., U. S. A., and United Presbyterian reunion) 










Walter L. Lingle... 


“T believe it would rejoice the heart of our Saviour to see these three Pres- 
byterian denominations come together.” 











Frank W. Price... 


“T believe that Presbyterian unity here would greatly with our larger numbers and longer history, to bring 
strengthen our Christian life and witness both at home about the unity here that we have encouraged in the 
and abroad. We have long given our blessing to Pres- younger churches.” 
byterian unity on the mission fields. It is time for us, 



















Charles L. King... 


“For Presbyterians, after go years, to be separated into what are called 
northern and southern branches raises questions as to the sincerity of our 
profession of loyalty to the Gospel of forgiveness and love.” 


James A. Jones... 

“We are too much alike to be apart. Our divisions in love and in labor. With such unity, union is not 
suggest to a skeptical world that we are fundamentally only desirable—it is inevitable.” 
at odds. We are not at odds, but are one in hope and 


John R. Cunningham... 

‘There is room for apprehension as to the future of our church if once 
again we are responsible for the failure of a prospect of union for which so 
many have worked and prayed.” 


S. J. (Jap) Patterson, Jr.... 


“I favor union (1) because of certain personal ex- Assembly, synod, presbytery, and local basis, that frees 
periences which are also common to many a Presby- the Presbyterian Church, U. S., from sectionalism, and 
terian; (2) because our ministers favor it, and I regard _ liberates it for greater accomplishments in the Master’s 
their judgment highly; (3) because a good plan of _ service.” 
union has been developed that is workable on an 





Your score could be six if you are a Presbyterian Outlook reader. 
What WAS your score? _____ 


THE OUTLOOK is the THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK is the church 

° paper for you—if you want to understand more about 
pro-union paper the pressing issues facing you and your church—if you 
in our church want Presbyterian news while it is news. 


TO NEW SUBSCRIBERS: Mail your subscription today to your Chair- 
man of Education, Women of the Church, or THE OUTLOOK. Subscrip- 
tion, $5. SPECIAL until December 31, 1954 only: $2.50 to new subscribers. 
For a packet of literature on the subject of reunion send $1 to: 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, 1 N. Sixth St., Richmond 19, Virginia 
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Ever since Catherine Marshall wrote her famous bi- 
ography, A MAN CALLED PETER, people all over 
the country have been requesting that she edit a col- 
lection of her husband’s prayers. Here is that collection 
comprising all the prayers of Peter Marshall that have 
been preserved. 


It contains 276 prayers in all. Through each of them 
shines the great wisdom, warmth, and humanity of 
this man whose spirit has touched the heart and soul 
of all America. 


One section of the book is devoted wholly to the pas- 
toral prayers, the second section to the Senate prayers. 
Mrs. Marshall has written a long preface to each of 
these sections as well as shorter notes to many of the 


The inspiring testament of a great man of God 


THE PRAYERS OF 





Peter 


Marshall 


Edited and with Prefaces 
by CATHERINE MARSHALL 


pastoral prayers topically into three parts—prayers for 
personal needs, prayers for special days, and prayers for 
the nation and the world. 


Prayer, for Peter Marshall, was not just another cus- 
tomary offer of service, but a way of speaking to the 
deepest needs of his listeners. He was a man on in- 
timate terms with his God, and he spoke to Him in a 
language whose strength and simplicity breathed an 
air of complete reality. 


Perhaps no other person in our time has communi- 
cated so much of our Christian heritage to so many as 
this Scottish immigrant who rose to become pastor of 
one of the largest churches in Washington, D. C., and 















individual Senate prayers. She has also arranged the chaplain of the U. S. Senate. $3.00 


3 other unforgettable Marshall books: 


A MAN CALLED PETER, the well-known best seller ($4.00). GOD LOVES YOU, a beautiful book of stories 
and prayers for children ($2.00). And LET’S KEEP CHRISTMAS, an eloquent and moving sermon, already a 
seasonal classic. ($1.50). 











Edited by RUTH M. ELMQUIST 
Introduction by Daniel A. Poling 


An anthology of the best inspirational writing that has appeared in 
the Christian Herald. The more than eighty selections include such 
distinguished and appealing works as Thomas Sugrue’s poignant 
story of the meaning of communion, “A Little Piece of Light;” 
Lloyd C. Douglas’s memorable “Broken Vases;” Faith Baldwin’s 
“How to Face Life’s Losses;” poetry by Edwin Markham and 
Charles Hanson Towne; short stories by Bess Streeter Aldrich and 
Margaret Lee Runbeck; and moving sermons by such well-known 
preachers as J. R. Sizoo, and Norman Vincent Peale. Timely and of 
deep spiritual value, this collection cannot help but provide every 
reader with lasting religious inspiration. $3.75 
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Ulue fo Thanksgiving 


PIRITUALLY, Thanksgiving is a dangerous day, for it leads some people to 
believe that their blessings are a sign of their virtues. God’s bounty is 
looked upon by many receiving it as an indication of their superior good- 

ness. Americans tend to fall into this error, for God has richly blessed this nation. 

Someone has paraphrased the prayer of the Pharisee: “Two Americans went 
up to the temple to pray. One said: ‘I thank thee Lord, that we are the richest 
nation . . . that we have ten times as many automobiles as any other nation. . . . 
That shows, O God, what a great moral nation we are. Give us power to get 
more power; bigness to get more bigness, forever and ever. Amen.’” 

Thanksgiving is dangerous if it becomes a day to enhance national pride or 
to add to our individual blindness and smugness. However, if the spirit of 
humble gratitude that stirred the hearts of the Founding Fathers, and has always 
characterized the mood of the faithful, should capture our hearts, then the day 
of thanks would prove to be the crowning blessing to us and to all the people 
of the land. 

In searching for the clue to thanksgiving we go far back beyond the Pilgrim 
Fathers to a man who was trying to answer the question: “What shall I render 
unto the Lord for all His benefits?” He answered it by saying: “J will take the 
cup of salvation.” What a strange way to give thanks—by taking something 
more! Yet, this is the very essence of thanksgiving to God. When we bow at the 
table to give thanks for daily bread, do we not in that moment take the higher 
gift, the Bread of Life? This is a great spiritual principle. 

God crowns our lives with health. We can render unto Him gratitude by 
taking His better gift—holiness, or health of soul. We are thankful for wages 
and salaries. We can take God’s higher gift by laying up for ourselves treasures 
in heaven. We thank God for life and all its blessings; we show our gratitude by 
taking His gift of life eternal. 

The psalmist leads us to the heart of the matter by revealing that his sense of 
overwhelming gratitude was not due to the blessings of God, but to God Him- 
self! The Pilgrim Fathers and Mothers did not have much of this world’s goods 
for which to be thankful on that early day, but they had God! It was the thought 
of God, and the worship of God, that made the day of their thanksgiving so 
significant. Thanksgiving then is not a day in which to think about our blessings, 
but a day in which to think about God as He reveals His love in Jesus Christ. 


—JOHN K. ROBERTS, D.p. 
Pastor, First Church 
Danville, Virginia. 
Chairman of the Board 
of Presbyterian Survey 
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Ulue to Thanksgiving 


PIRITUALLY, Thanksgiving is a dangerous day, for it leads some people to 
believe that their blessings are a sign of their virtues. God’s bounty is 
looked upon by many receiving it as an indication of their superior good- 

ness. Americans tend to fall into this error, for God has richly blessed this nation. 

Someone has paraphrased the prayer of the Pharisee: “Two Americans went 
up to the temple to pray. One said: ‘I thank thee Lord, that we are the richest 
nation . . . that we have ten times as many automobiles as any other nation. . . . 
That shows, O God, what a great moral nation we are. Give us power to get 
more power; bigness to get more bigness, forever and ever. Amen.’ ” 

Thanksgiving is dangerous if it becomes a day to enhance national pride or 
to add to our individual blindness and smugness. However, if the spirit of 
humble gratitude that stirred the hearts of the Founding Fathers, and has always 
characterized the mood of the faithful, should capture our hearts, then the day 
of thanks would preve to be the crowning blessing to us and to all the people 
of the land. 

In searching for the clue to thanksgiving we go far back beyond the Pilgrim 
Fathers to a man who was trying to answer the question: “What shall I render 
unto the Lord for all His benefits?” He answered it by saying: “I will take the 
cup of salvation.” What a strange way to give thanks—by taking something 
more! Yet, this is the very essence of thanksgiving to God. When we bow at the 
table to give thanks for daily bread, do we not in that moment take the higher 
gift, the Bread of Life? This is a great spiritual principle. 

God crowns our lives with health. We can render unto Him gratitude by 
taking His better gift—holiness, or health of soul. We are thankful for wages 
and salaries. We can take God’s higher gift by laying up for ourselves treasures 
in heaven. We thank God for life and all its blessings; we show our gratitude by 
taking His gift of life eternal. 

The psalmist leads us to the heart of the matter by revealing that his sense of 
overwhelming gratitude was not due to the blessings of God, but to God Him- 
self! The Pilgrim Fathers and Mothers did not have much of this world’s goods 
for which to be thankful on that early day, but they had God! It was the thought 
of God, and the worship of God, that made the day of their thanksgiving so 
significant. Thanksgiving then is not a day in which to think about our blessings, 
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—JOHN K. ROBERTS, D.p. 
Pastor, First Church 
Danville, Virginia. 
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DR. ARTHUR V. BOAND, asso- 
ciate pastor at Highland Park Pres- 
byterian Church, in Dallas, was 
honored as author of the Pamphlet- 
of-the- Year in stewardship. His 
award-winning message is printed 
here in full. More than 200,000 
copies have been distributed by the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., and the 
United Presbyterian Church. 





First Fruits or Residue? 


By ARTHUR V. BOAND 


Highland Park Presbyterian Church 


Dallas, Texas 


HERE HAS NEVER been a time in 

i the life of the present genera- 

tion when as many people were 
saying that the C hristian Gospel is the 
one hope of the world as are say ing 
it today. “Christ is the only answer 
we Presby terians have been saying. 
It is “Christ or chaos,” we hear on 
every hand. 

And yet as one looks out upon the 
world in which we live, and examines 
even his own heart and life, he cannot 
but wonder whether after all we are 
but mouthing pious platitudes. We 
say these things, but do we really mean 
them? Do we live as though the Church 
of Jesus Christ is the most important in- 
stitution in the world, and its Gospel 
the world’s only hope and salvation? 
Are we giving to God the first fruits 
or only the residue? 

In Isaiah 44, we read of a pagan 
carpenter, a woodsman, who went 
into the forest one day and cut down 
an ash tree. With some of the wood, 
we read, he made a fire, baked his 
bread, roasted his meat, and warmed 
himself. And then we read “And the 
residue thereof he maketh a god, even 
his graven image.” 

Here is a2 man who dedicated to 
religion—pagan religion that it was— 
only the leftovers, the residue of the 
wood from the tree that he had felled. 
After he had satisfied all his physical 
comforts and needs, he was willing to 
use what was left over to make for 
himself his own graven image, his 
god. Yet, before we condemn him 
even in our thoughts, let us ask our- 
selves if we are not doing the same. 


6 


Are we giving to God the first fruits 
or only the residue? Are we seeing to 
all our physical wants and desires first 
before we think of the Church? 


What of Our Time? 

All of us have sixteen hours a day, 
or 112 hours a week, allowing a full 
eight hours of sleep each night, to use 
as we see fit. How much of it do we 
consume in doing with it as we please 
and how much of it do we dedicate 
to God? If we were tithing our time 
we would be giving eleven of our 
waking hours each week to the Lord. 
Do we spend eleven hours a week in 
prayer, Bible study, church attend- 
ance, church work, and definite Chris- 
tian service? Or do we give just the 
residue of our time to such things, 
the left over part of our time after 
we have done all of the things that 
we like so much to do? 

It would be interesting and profit- 
able if each of us this day would sit 
down and figure up just how much 
time we actually give each week to 
the ongoing of the Kingdom of God. 
Is it the first fruits of my time or only 
the residue? 


What of Our Talents and Gifts? 


All of us have certain God-given 
talents and gifts for which we are 
held accountable. They are the gifts 
of personality, special abilities, talents 
developed or undeveloped. What are 
we doing with them? How much of 
them are we giving to God? Are we 
throwing our strength, our enthusiasm, 
our special talents and gifts into the 


program and work of the Church, or 
are we holding back, making excuses, 
and giving only a residue of them to 
the Lord? 

Why is it that so many church 
members, good Chritian people, will 
give of themselves so sparingly to the 
Church and yet will accept responsi- 
bilities in service clubs, literary and 
social groups, and civic enterprises all 
out of proportion to the work that 
they are willing to do in and for the 
Church? 

Every church has members whose 
children are receiving the benefits of 
the teaching in the church school or 
the leadership development in the 
vesper groups. But ask them to be- 
come a teacher or to work as a spon- 
sor with the young people at night, 
and see what they say. No, indeed, 
they will not even consider it. They 
have the time and the talent to do it. 
They almost demand that others give 
these services for the benefit of their 
children. But only the residue of these 
talents and gifts are they willing to 
give to the Church, not the first fruits. 


What of Our Substance? 


The “acid test,’ however, as to 
whether we are giving the first fruits 
or but the residue is revealed in the 
stewardship of our substance, the ma- 
terial prosperity with which God has 
blessed us. 

More and more Christian people 
are beginning to realize and practice 
the significance of the Christian prin- 
ciples of stewardship—that all that we 
have and are is of God; that He is the 
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true owner and that we are but His 
trustees or stewards of time and tal- 
ents and substance. 


Some years ago now the late Dr. 
Lawrence Selfridge was asked by one 
ot his church officers if he would speak 
to the man’s son, who had quit coming 
to Sunday school and did not want 
to attend church. “We have used 
every argument we can think of with 
John,” the father said, “but for some 
reason he will not listen to us. We 
know that he thinks a lot of you, 
Dr. Selfridge, and we believe that if 
you will talk to him that you can 
probably straighten him out.” The 
preacher did so at his first oppor- 
tunity. In his conversation with the 
young man, Dr. Selfridge used the 
argument that, if for no other reason, 
he thought that the son would keep 
up his interest in the church because 
his father was so interested. When he 
said this, the boy surprised him by 
saying, “You don’t know Dad very 
well, do you, Dr. Selfridge?” “Why, 
of course I do, John, he is an elder in 
our church and rarely misses a church 
service.” “Oh, I know that,” and then 
he asked, “By the way, how much 
does my father give a year to our 
church?” The minister hesitated a 
moment and then said, “Why, I don’t 
know that I even know, John. I think 
he gives about $5 a Sunday.” “Yes, I 
am sure that that is what he gives,” 
John answered. “That would be $260 
a year, wouldn’t it?” And then he 
asked, “By the way, Dr. Selfridge, do 
you belong to dhe Country Club?” 
The minister replied that he did not. 
Then the boy said, “Dad does. It 
costs my father $600 a year. Not only 
that, but the last time we had an 
election in this town my father gave 
$5,000 to the campaign fund. You say 
that I ought to keep up my interest 
in the church because Dad is so in- 
terested. Dad really isn’t interested in 
the church. You ask him to double 
his pledge to the church for next year, 
and see what he says.” You see, you 
can’t fool these young people. Our 
Lord says that where one’s treasure 
is, there will his heart be also. A man 
cannot spend twice as much on his 
golf game as he gives to the church, 
without revealing the fact that his 
giving is but residue giving, no matter 
how generous it seems at first ies, a 
to be. 

People who spend ten dollars for an 
evening’s entertainment and then put 
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Considering stewardship of time 
and talents, “‘do we live as though 
the Church of Jesus Christ is the 
most important institution in 


the world. . 


. or are we but 


mouthing pious platitudes?” 


a dollar bill on the Lord’s Day into 
the offering plate, as many church 
members .do, are revealing the fact 
that they have no true conception of 
the importance of the Church. 


Residue Giving Is Not Enough 


We Christian people must face 
frankly the fact that if it be but resi- 
due giving of our time, talents and 
substance, then it is not enough. 


It is not enough to be pleasing and 
acceptable unto God. It is brought 
out over and over again in the Scrip- 
tures that God is not satisfied with- 
anything less than our best. In the 
Old Testament, it is always the first 
fruits that are demanded; the finest 
of the flock, the lamb without spot or 
blemish, Jesus exhorts, “Seek ye first 
the Kingdom of God and His right- 
eousness.” God has never been, and 
never will be, pleased or satisfied with 
residue giving. 


It is not enough to get the job done. 
That this is true is self-evident. For 
almost 2000 years the advancement of 
the Kingdom of Christ has been de- 
pendent upon residue giving rather 
than upon first fruits. Years ago John 
R. Mott said, “Every generation must 
evangelize the world in its generation, 
or millions of people will pass on into 
a Christless eternity.” Dr. Mott is 
right. This is the only chance that we 
of this generation will have to evan- 
gelize our world, for our children will 
have another generation to evangelize. 
Residue giving will not do it. 

It is not enough to develop our own 


life into a radiant, vibrant, satisfying 
Christian experience and chcaracter. 
One of the ruling elders in our church 
said the other night, as he was giving 
a word of personal experience and 
testimony, that his spiritual life never 
began to truly develop and to grow 
rich and satisfying until he began tith- 
ing. Countless thousands could bear 
the same testimony. 

The biographer of the Duke of 
Wellington relates that he had little 
difficulty in gathering the material for 
his book in finding out what the Duke 
of Wellington did. That was a com- 
paratively easy task. His biggest job 
was finding out the kind of man he 
was. And the thing that helped him 
most in this, he relates, was the find- 
ing of some of the Duke’s old check- 
book stubs. By examining these he 
gained more insight into the charac- 
ter of Wellington than he had been 
able to find anywhere else. This is 
true of our own lives. The places and 
things for which our money goes re- 
veal the kind of persons we are, 
whether we are giving to God the 
first fruits, or the residue of our time, 
talents, and material possessions, 


The Residue 
Lord, forbid I make Thy due 
Nothing but the residue; 
Idle moments of each day 
As time enough in which to pray; 
Fragments of myself, the rest 
After self has claimed the best; 
Thoughts and talents at frayed ends, 
Remnants, as my fancy wends; 
Help me, Lord, lest this be true, 
I give Thee but residue. 











(Bring the full tithes into the store- 
house, that there may be food in my 
house—Malachi 3:10) 


MORRISON 


Africa 


By REV. T. K. 


Moma, 


‘ 

T AKING THE ABOVE VERSE 
as one of the main themes for develop- 
ment, we traveled for two months in 
the seven different sections of the 
territory for which this station is re- 
sponsible, getting them ready for the 
ordination of two pastors and five 
elders. The purpose for taking the 
above text was to try to impress upon 
the people whom these pastors and 
elders are to serve the absolute neces- 
sity of their assuming the financial 
responsibility of the church as well as 
its direction and leadership, before the 
Church of Christ can become a living 
reality in the heart of each individual 
Christian and truly serve the people 
of the Congo as a unit. 

This is not an easy impression to 
make upon a_ people who, though 
their main livelihood still comes from 
the soil, yet count their harvest of 
corn by the number of ears rather 
than by the bushel, their manioc by 
the number of roots rather than by 
the barrels of flour it produces. It is 
difficult indeed for them to find a true 
sense of values when the world of 
commerce is hastening to crowd jae 
them the alluring material things 
which, as the African expresses it, “eat 
up our francs.” And it is doubly hard 
for him to put the Kingdom of God 
first when he is daily tempted both 
by heathen custom and so-called civ- 
ilized attractions to spend his meager 
wealth on earth rather than lay up for 
himself riches in heaven. 


A MISSIONARY’S DAY is 
often filled with discouragements. In- 
deed sometimes his weeks and months 
and even years seem void of all tangi- 
ble results. Then come to him a few 
of those experiences that lift his heart 
in joy and give him renewed strength 
and courage to continue daily to 


preach the Word. Some such experi- 
ences have come to us here at Moma 
after ten years of living among this 
cannibal people. 

The day set aside for bringing in a 


share of their harvest of corm came 
without sunshine, and before the first 
bell had rung for the service a drizzle 
of rain set in. Our hearts were dis- 
couraged for we feared that there 
would be many who would take ad- 
vantage of the bad weather to stay at 
home and put the offering of corn 
they had planned to give back into 
that which they had set aside to sell. 

But our faith in them and in the 
work the Holy Spirit had done in 
their hearts was small and we were 
shamed, for as we approached the 
church, streams of women were com- 


expectation, but the Lord, knowing 
their hearts, probably felt no surprise 
but much joy. 


‘aes THE WHOLE 
territory there has been that encour- 
aging yearly i increase in gifts that gives 
hope and joy-—the half franc and the 
franc; the five and ten franc bill, and 
sometimes even the twenty franc note, 
the few sticks of manioc and the few 
ears of corn. These weekly gifts added 
to the special Christmas offering and 
the rice and corn harvest gifts brought 
the annual offering for the territory 


“That there may be 
food in my house” 


ing from all directions bearing the 
heavy baskets of corn on their heads 
and wiping the rain from their faces. 
Soon there was more than could be 
placed in the front of the church be- 
fore the altar as had been planned, and 
the pastor and elder and other leaders 
were busy helping the women to 
lower the baskets from their heads and 
place them on the low brick wall 
that surrounds the church courtyard. 
There were some who brought one 
basket, put it down and returned for 
another, and sometimes even a third, 
for they had reaped a good harvest. 
Then there were some dear old souls 
who came hobbling up with the wid- 
ow’s mite, which in the sight of our 
Lord certainly equaled and often sur- 
passed the apparently larger offerings. 
Again on the day for bringing their 
gift from their rice harvest it was 
generous in a measure far beyond our 
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to more than 154,000 francs, as against 
29,000 francs six years ago, more than 
five times as much! 

But perhaps the sum total of this 
giving 1s more aptly expressed in the 
fact that in addition to paying about 
45 percent of each evangelist’s salary 
in this territory, all itineration ex- 
penses of the pastors and elders is 
paid, as well as all expenses involved 
in bringing sick evangelists or mem- 
bers of their families into the hospital 
and caring for them while they are 
there, building the churches and homes 
for the evangelists, pastors, and elders. 


The people of Moma territory this year 
have assumed the entire salaries of the 
five pastors serving this territory. The 
aim is for the Congo Church gradually to 
assume the salaries of all evangelists, 
pastors, and elders and we have high 
hopes that in the not too distant future 
Moma section will be able to assume full 
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If you think Americans are the 
only ones giving financial aid 
to build the Church, read this 
article from Africa! 


financial responsibility for all the Church’s 
expenses, 


African Christians are not yet giv- 
ing their full tithe, either of their har- 
vests or their money—that we know. 
Nor are they giving a full tithe of 
their time and talents, So if you read 
this article to its close, please put it 
aside and take up your Bible and read 
Malachi 3:6-12, then join us in daily 
prayer that these people and all Chris- 
tians everywhere may bring their full 
tithe as an offering to the Lord, for 
we know that when they do God will 
pour out a blessing that there shall not 
be room enough to receive it. And all 
nations shall call them blessed and this 
will be a land of delight to the Lord. 

END 


Texas Owns 


Congo! 


DALLAS, TEXAS (PN)—As if Texas 
isn’t big enough, several hundred 
Texans are now claiming ownership 
of property in the Belgian Congo. 
More than a thousand Dallas citizens, 
each owning preferred stock in the 
Tinsley Smith Missionary Transport 
Project, learned recently that their 
property, purchased last April, is at 
last in use in the Congo. 

The project, put into operation by 
the First Presbyterian Church of 
Dallas, made possible the purchase of 
a new Chevrolet for use by mission- 
aries Dr. and Mrs. Tinsley Smith. 
The Smiths landed last month in 
Africa, after a year’s furlough in 
Texas. The new car, hoisted from the 
hold of their ship, was put to im- 
mediate use, as intended by its Texas 
owners. 

Two thousand shares of “preferred 
stock” in the project were offered to 
church members and groups, at a “par 
value” of $1.00. The entire issue of 
stock was sold out within eight days, 


NOVEMBER, 1954 


“In everything by prayer and supplication with thanks giv- 
ing let your requests be made known unto God.”—Phil. 4:6 


Let us praise God as we give thanks unto Him: 


@ ror THE MERCY, favor, and goodness of God to America— 
In her natural resources 
In her unity, liberty, peace 
In her leadership 
In her position among nations 
In her provision for her people 


HM FOR THOSE WHO HAVE NEED of our ministry, who challenge us to 
sacrificial living and service by w hich we may grow and 
show we are God’s own. 

M@ FOR ALL WHO LABOR FOR PEACE and the welfare of men in all the 
world. 

M@ FoR THE FAMILY OF Gop, from every race, nation, tongue, people 
united in one body—the Church—with Christ Jesus our 
Head whom we are called to love and obey. 

@ ror ouR CHURCH, those who have permitted God to use them 
across the years; for those in today’s leadership who have 
worked to bring her to this hour; for those who are fellow 
laborers in your church. 

@ FoR GOD’s APPOINTED PLACE in His Church for you; for His place 
for you in building His Kingdom here and now. 

M@ FOR THOSE WHO ARE OUTSIDE of the Church and who need your 
example in Christian living and testimony to what Christ 
means to you and His Church’s need of and place for ev ery 
created child of God. 





more than 1200 shares being taken up Now several hundred Texans, hav- 
the first Sunday that the stock was _ ing heard via letter from Mrs. Smith 
offered. The Men’s Bible Class was that their car is now in the Congo, 
heaviest buyer the first Sunday, with can prove ownership of African prop- 
565 shares. erty with engraved stock certificates 
Each numbered certificate of stock stating: 

was signed by the project “president,” 

Dr. John F. Anderson, Jr., pastor of “This certifies that _______ is the 
the church, and many owners of stock owner of ______ shares of the Pre- 
took advantage of a special reception ferred Stock of the Tinsley Smith 
to meet the Smiths and have Dr. Smith —_ Missionary Transport, a wholly owned 
sign the certificates as “executive vice- owned subsidiary of First Presbyte- 
president in charge of field opera- rian Church, Dallas—operating for the 
tions.” The car was presented to the Glory of God in the Belgian Congo 
Smiths in a service of dedication on oes the direction of the Board of 
April 25, conducted by Dr. H. Kerr World Missions. Dividends will be 
Taylor, associate pastor of the church. piece? throughout Eternity.” 








Thank God! 


A Thanksgiving Message by the President of the 
United Lutheran Church 


By FRANKLIN CLARK FRY 


aii CANNOT be 
turned on like a faucet. Tearing No- 
vember 25, 1953, off your calendar 
will only bring you to November 26. 
It won’t automatically bring you to a 
true Thanksgivi ing Day. 

Genuine appreciation has to be cul- 
tivated. A man has to think, first. He 
has to reflect, and even meditate. 
That’s unusual in twentieth century 
America. In fact, it is nearly a lost art. 
That’s why the thanksgiving part of 
Thanksgiving has become almost 
bleached out for nine out of ten Ameri- 
cans. Question: Wouldn’t it be health- 
ier for the United States to abolish 
this traditional holiday rather than to 
set aside a date to thank God and 
then to forget all about Him? 

Let’s turn a new leaf this year. 
Count up with me a few shining mer- 
cies, and no thankful Christian will 
be able to stay off his knees. 

Thank God for God! Honesty 
compels us to begin with the good 
God Himself in reckoning our bless- 
ings. How much is He worth—to 
you? You know Him and I know 
Him. Ever since childhood He has 
been the underpinning of our lives. 
You and I have no security, no long- 
term hope except for Him. Can you 
imagine how blank and hollow the in- 
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sides of our characters would be with- 
out Him? 

It’s wrong, dead wrong, to take 
God for granted. More than one bil- 
lion people alive today do not have 
such a solid foundation to build on. 
Granted, their souls need to be saved 
for the next world. They equally need 
His steadiness right now in this world. 


Is IT ANY WONDER that so 
many non-Christian nations are floun- 
dering today and others have become 
dow nright develish? No honest Chris- 
tian can have an easy conscience as 
long as more than half of mankind 
is adrift without God. Let me say it 
abruptly. We can’t even be safe! 

It is a bottomless mystery why 
America and Europe should be the 
favored lands, why we should have 
the Gospel while others do not. Noth- 
ing in our personalities makes us bet- 
ter fitted for faith. Our type is practi- 
cal rather than spiritual. We are 
materialistic, not specially religious. 

The one saving virtue that God saw 
in us may be our energy. If so, let’s 
not fail Him. For His sake and equally 
for our own, His Kingdom must be 
strengthened—powerfully and fast. 

How about the iron curtain coun- 
tries? Try to picture a believing father 
and mother in Czechoslovakia whose 
children are being systematically poi- 
soned against religion. Every time 


you take your own boys and girls 
to Sunday school, bow your head and 
give thanks. Christians under op- 
pression love God most of all because 
they couldn’t survive without Him. 
Czech parents are like that, and Hun- 
garians and Russians too. Yet every 
day they see their youngsters go off 
to school to be twisted "aiel molded 
by atheists. 

*“Father Malenkov, who art in the 
Kremlin, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done.” “Religion is the opiate of 
the people.” Godly fathers and moth- 
ers cannot do anything about it. 
Kindergarten and primary school chil- 
dren are trapped into repeating what 
their parents say to them about Chris- 
tianity. A single unguarded sentence 
can bring doom. Such a life can be 
a living hell. Children inside the iron 
curtain are being made strangers and 
even enemies within their own homes. 


I CAN’T IMAGINE anything 
bleaker than to live in a world of 
hydrogen bombs and _ trigger-happy 
maniacs without God. Or anything 
lonelier than to live with split-up fam- 
ilies and starved souls without God. 
Or more dismal than to live with no 
heaven over our heads and no moral 
standards under our feet—without 
God. Thank God for God. 

Thank God for our forefathers! 
They were good, sterling Christians 
or we would not be what we are to- 
day. In the main they were better 
Christians than their great-grandchil- 
dren. The percentage of Americans 
who are church members is rising. 
But the percentage of individual 
Americans who are conscious!y de- 
voted to Christ seems to be falling. 
That disturbing fact is clearly true in 
the field of Biblical knowledge. For 
the past hundred years each genera- 
tion has had a looser grasp on the facts 
of religion than the preceeding one. 
The mental content of Christianity 
has become more and more blurred 
in most men’s minds. We Protestant 
Americans seem like a rich family 
that is living on a diminishing in- 
heritance. All our accelerated religious 
education hasn’t made up the loss. 
How long will Christian motives keep 
on irrigating American life if the 
water level of Christian convictions 
keeps on going down? 

Thanksgiving Day is a good day to 
look back. Our forefathers (thank 
God for them!) set us a high example. 
Their noble characters don’t make it 
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harder for us to measure up today. 
Memories of them make our Chris- 
tian faith easier. Momentum from the 
past is all that is keeping millions of 
desperate refugees from eastern Eu- 
rope going. Uprooted and _ nearly 
without hope, they look back at godly 
homes. New light comes into their 
eyes. New courage rises in their blood. 
Our American heritage should do no 
less for us. 


EVERY CHRISTIAN genera- 
tion makes Christ more visible. I have 
seen my Lord better because I have 
seen Him in my parents. So have you. 
It’s all well and good to sing the fa- 
miliar hymn, 


“Tl wish that His hands had been 
placed on my head, 
That His arms had been thrown 
around me.’ 


The truth is that you and I are better 
off because we were not alive in Jesus’ 
day. We probably would not have 
recognized Him then! Now He is 
plainly in view in my own family 
album. Thank God for our fore- 
fathers! 

Thank God for America! The best 
thing my ancestors did, like yours, 
was to cross the Atlantic. I shudder 
to remember that at about the same 
time when the first Frys migrated 
west more than 200 years ago, others 
from the same villages migrated east. 
Both groups were looking for fertile 
farms. Some came to America, others 
journeyed to the Volga plains in Rus- 
sia. Savage Bolsheviks exterminated 
the Volga’s settlement 20 years ago. 
My family is still alive and flourish- 
ing. In late 1945, a cultured Dane said, 
“All my life my greatest sorrow has 
been that I have not had a son. Now 
I thank God for it. If I had a son, I 
would tell him to get out of Europe 
at once. Europe is done.” Copenhagen 
was bustling and prosperous again 
when I visited it this summer, but my 
gratitude that my grandfather-to-the- 
sixth degree came to America has not 
lessened. 

Nations can fool themselves dan- 
gerously by imagining that they are 
special favorites of God. Practically 
every country has fallen into that 
temptation at one time or another. 
Delusions of this type have led to 
very unpleasant results, to pride in- 
side and a swagger outside. “Holy 
Russia” in the time of the Czars was 
one flagrant and tragic example. “God 
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His Hallowed Name of Love 


Faith soars beyond the realms of earth 
To reach the Father’s throne, 

For heaven is reached through spiritual birth 
As Spirit claims its own. 


When man forgiven finds God his home, 
His life in Love’s control, 

With joy the pure in heart then come 
Into the heaven of soul. 


For now are we the sons of God, 


Like unto Him above. 


By pure obedience to His rod 
We € praise His name of Love. 


with us” was the proud shout of pre- 
1914. Germany. Some Englishmen 
have boasted that Britain is the “sec- 
ond Israel.” Adoring talk about Amer- 
ica is just as bad. 


JUST THE SAME, we de- 
voutly thank God for our native land. 
We would be less than Christians not 
to be grateful for America’s religious 
liberty. That is another way of saying 
two things. (1) Thank God there 
were enough strong evangelical Chris- 
tians in the United States to write 
freedom of worship into the consti- 
tution in 1791. (2) Pray God that we 
and our children will be loyal enough, 
awake enough, reverent enough to 
keep it there. 

“The Lord,” says Psalm 121, “is thy 
keeper... . He will keep thy soul.” 
Always remember, He is the one and 
only Protector of America too. Let 
us repeat it to ourselves—once, twice, 
three times. God alone can keep this 
beloved nation of ours healthy and 
secure. Doesn’t it make you tremble 
when you realize how many Chris- 
tians_ will coldly ignore Him on 
Thanksgiving Day? Thank God for 
America! 

Thank God, finally, for our over- 
flowing harvest and industrial wealth! 


—RUBY LEE CORDER 
Washington, D. C. 


Presidential proclamations usually 
start by rejoicing: “Our fields have 
been blessed, our granaries are full.” 
I have intentionally deiayed this ac- 
cent until the end for one simple rea- 
son. As a world traveler, I find it em- 
barrassing! Whole continents are 
hungry; heroic fugitives from Com- 
munist tyranny are emaciated; num- 
berless exiles are gaunt and thin—and 
America’s barns are bursting. Vast 
new storage facilities have to be 
erected every year for our surplus 
commodities. If the dam should ever 
break, our whole national prosperity 
would be submerged. 

How can we explain the gush of 
God’s liberality to America? Cer- 
tainly not by our virtue! Only as a 
daring proof of His trust in us! Never 
forget, the harvests are His. It’s not 
up to us to dole out God’s food and 
to feel virtuous about it. Perhaps even 
to expect our hands to be kissed! It’s 
even less up to us to think that we 
have the right to hold back bread 
from the hungry. “The earth is the 
Lord’s, and the fulness thereof.” 
Stewards, that’s what we are. Stewards 
of the bounty of God. 

Thank God, American Christians 
are generous. God make us more 
generous still! END 












Even from the days 
of the early Hebrews the 


was to voice thanks that God 
gives victory over all obstacles 


By REV. HERBERT MEZA 


Lisbon, Portugal 


I—INTRODUCTION (A Comparison of Early Israelite and 
Early American Thanksgiving Feast) 


HERE Is a unique parallel between the experiences 

‘ of the people of Israel as recorded in the pages of 

the Old Testament and the experiences of the 
early American colonists. So much so that many have 
been led to say that the American tradition of Thanks- 
giving did not originate with the Pilgrim at Plymouth 
in 1621 but with the Feast of the Tabernacles celebrated 
by the Israelites. 

On the surface the parallel is striking. Both nations 
had dramatic beginnings. Both had arrived in a new 
land, a disorganized but determined people. One had 
crossed the Red Sea, the other a vast ocean. Both en- 
dured the prenatal pangs that precede the birth of a 
nation. Both lay in the womb of time. Yet, from these 
bands of unruly and disorganized people two new na- 
tions were created, and Pilgrim as well as Israelite were 
convinced that God had dipped His hand into the arena 
of history and had created a new nation where men 
could be slaves but to God. Alice W. Brotherton puts 
these words in the mouth of Gov. Bradford in the poem, 
“The First Thanksgiving”: 

The Lord who led forth Israel 

Was with us in this waste, 

Sometimes in light, sometimes in clouds 
Before us he has paced. 


As an act of gratitude the Hebrew world celebrated 


the Feast of the Tabernacles. This word “tabernacle” is 
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best translated by the word “booth.” At this feast, which 
lasted seven days, booths were made of the leafy fronds 
of trees. During the festival everyone lived in the open 
air with no more shelter than was provided by these 
temporary structures. This they did for sheer gladness 
of heart, commemorating the time when they did not 
have a national home. It is not by coincidence then that 
the early settlers instituted the practice of the thanks- 
giving feast. 


II—The American Idea of Thanksgiving: Gratefulness for 
God’s Providence in the Life of our Nation. 


The American conception of Thanksgiving was also 
born out of an historical situation. No Thanksgiving 
can be truly profound unless it is conscious of this his- 
torical antecedent. For Thanksgiving was the expression 
of a profound feeling of gratitude by a death-ridden, 
homeless, underfed, underclothed, lonely band of men 
and women for what God had recently done for them. 
They stood on the shores of a new, hopeful, free world. 
I like the way Felicia Hemans says it in “The Landing 
of the Pilgrims.” 


Amidst the storm they sang 

And the stars heard, and the sea; 

And the sounding aisles of the dim woods rang 
With the anthem of the free. 
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Rev. Herbert Meza is pictured in Lisbon Church with Ambas- 
sador M. Robert Guggenheim from ‘the U.S. 


Or the way in which Whittier proclaims it in his ““Har- 
vest Hymn”: 


Thank heaven that freedom’s arm 

Can change a rocky soil to gold 

That brave and generous lives can warm 
A clime with northern ices cold 


It is a breach against this spirit to make of Thanks- 
giving an expression of appreciation for the abundance 
of food, or for progress and prosperity or for luxury. 
From an American pulpit there came this expression 
recently: “Thanksgiving is an expression of a deep 
feeling of gratitude by our people for the rich pro- 
ductivity of the land and for all that God has bestowed 
upon us.” Yet, the first Thanksgiving was preceded by 
a hard winter. That undernourished, thinly-clad band 
of human beings could hardly stand it. They died— 
sometimes two or three in a day, and it looked as if not 
one of them would survive. 

When the Mayflower sailed away only 50 out of the 
original 102 remained alive. All but four of the eighteen 
wives had succumbed to the harsh climate and the hard 
living. When spring came they were eager to try their 
new role as tillers of the soil. Their crops were ample 
that first autumn as they had their Thanksgiving feast, 
to which they invited some Indians who brought along 
some food. 
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S° THE First Thanksgiving was celebrated. They had 
little in the way of material blessings for which to 
be thankful, but the soil on which they stood was free. 
Aye, they were grateful because they had found what 
they came after. 


What sought they thus afar? 

Bright jewels of the mine? 

The wealth of the seas, the spoils of war? 
They sought a faith’s pure shrine. 


And on that lonely foreign soil, full of uncertainties 
their hearts were filled with hope in a new way of life 
and they were thankful to God for that. That was the 
only basis for Thanksgiving and at every critical stage 
in our nation’s history there has always been that aware- 
ness of God’s providence in its life. Let me read for you 
the first Thanksgiving proclamation made by President 
George Washington: 


Whereas it is the duty of all nations to ac- 
knowledge the providence of Almighty God, 
to obey His will, to be grateful for His benefits, 
and humbly to implore His protection and 
favor; whereas both houses of Congress have 
by their Joint Committee requested me to 
recommend to the people of the United States 
a day of public thanksgiving and prayer, to be 
observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts 
the many and — favors of Almighty, and 
especially by affording them an opportunity 
peacefully to establish a form of government 
for their safety and happiness. 


The very last line of our Declaration of Independence 
expresses this same spirit. “And for support of this 
Declaration with a firm reliance on the protection of 
divine providence we mutually pledge . . .” Benjamin 
Franklin has captured this conception in one penetrat- 
ing phrase: 


“The affairs of man and nations are in God’s 
hands. If a sparrow cannot fall without His 


notice, neither can a republic rise without 
His aid.” 


I11I—The American Expression of Thanksgiving: An aware- 
ness of National Responsibility: 
1. Acknowledging God’s Providence 
2. Sense of Responsibility 


1. It is good for those of us who find ourselves in a 
foreign land at this time to express our gratitude to God 
for our inheritance. Thanksgiving must begin here in 
our worship, by acknowledging God’s providence in 
the life of our nation. Mind you, no political system is 
ordained of God. Our way of life clearly has its faults, 
free institutions always do, but at least they are for free 
men and we ought to be grateful for this. 


2. In a real sense, however, Thanksgiving is not ac- 
complished when one expresses his gratitude for his 
country. If this were all then Thanksgiving would be 
merely lip service. Thanksgiving entails a responsibility 
and, in a more profound way, the first Thanksgiving 
was a response of gratitude for a divine responsibility. 


















Few groups were ever more conscious of their obliga- 
tion than those early Pilgrims. One would be naive if 
he were to think that there were no selfish men in those 
days. Selfish men there were and still are. Yet that sense 
of responsibility was passed on and on and men, few 
though they may have been, were captured by it and 
have preserved it until this day. 

Our first president expressed this idea of responsi- 
bility in the following words: 


“That we may unite in beseeching Him to en- 
able us all to render our national government 
a blessing to all people.” 


| pacers ENOUGH this conception of national re- 
sponsibility is to be found also in the Old Testa- 
ment account of Israel’s creation as a nation. That coun- 
try was singularly aware of its responsibility under 
God. They were to be a nation separated unto God for 
His service, a kingdom of priests. One of its great 
prophets thought of its responsibility as that of preach- 
ing good tidings to the meek, binding the broken 
hearted, proclaiming liberty to the captives, and the 
opening of the prison to them that are bound. No na- 
tion or people created by the providence of God is 
without its responsibility. Thanksgiving was never 
meant to be merely words, but the very mainsprings 
of Christian living, the right motive of all service. 

However, in expressing our gratitude to God, let us 
not become superpatriots. Our generation is being 
wrongly conditioned on this subject by the profes- 
sional patriot. Love of country is one of the loftiest 
sentiments of mankind but it can be a damnable thing. 
Unenlightened patriotism has been and can be vicious. 
When Boswell asked Samuel Johnson to define “patriot- 
ism” he replied: 

“Patriotism, sir, is the last refuge of a scoundrel.” 

We must beware that under the guise of love of 
country we do not allow men to destroy everything 
that is fine in civilization, every flower of democracy, 
even freedom itself. Woe be the day when under the 
panting and fervor of patriotism the average citizen will 
choose a flag-waving, drum-beating patriot exhorting 
against the foe in preference to a man who stands for 
righteousness, and truth and freedom, A man like Jesus 
would never have a chance in a day like that. The 
superpatriot will free Barabbas and crucify Jesus every 
time. 


CONCLUSION 


It is good and proper that we who are strangers in a 
distant land and who love our country express our 
gratitude to God for it. God meant for every man to 
love his country for it is given to each man to have a 
nation. Jesus was approached on one occasion on behalf 
of a certain centurion whose servant was sick, and they 
besought Jesus saying that he was worthy for whom 
he should do this, for “be loveth our nation” (Luke 
7:5). | am reminded of the words of Jean Sibelius, the 
great composer: 


“Although I like seeing other countries and 
staying in foreign cities | must live in Finland, 
I could never abandon this country for good.” 





Yes it is good that we should gather together and 
thank God for our country and the principles on which 
it was established. But God forbid that we should for- 
get our responsibility. Let our Thanksgiving this day 
be a rededication of our lives. Let our Thanksgivi ing be 
not mere words of gratitude for w ealth and prosperity. 
After all these are perishable: but zeal for the right and 
loyalty to God and our fellow men have immortality 
which no bayonet point can pierce or atomic bomb 
shatter. That responsibility has come to us through the 
ages. It has come to us at a great price. 

From the multitude of countless graves on lonely 
coastal colonies and wooded plains to Flanders Fields 
and isolated sepulchers in Pacific isles. These dead yet 
speak to us: 


. that from these honored dead we take in- 
creased devotion . . . that we here highly re- 
solve that these dead shall not have died in 
vain—that this nation, under God, shall have 
a new birth of freedom—and that government 
of the people, by the people, for the people, 


shall not perish from the earth.” END 


What Waste! 


iy IS DIFFICULT to think of anything more shameful, 
more wasteful than forest fires. The following facts, 
describing the terrible destruction fire brings to our 
forests each year, are so staggering as to be almost un- 
believable. 

“We ask ourselves why this shameful waste goes on 
year after year. You and I want forest fires to stop. So 
does every American. The answer must be that the 
people of this nation are not yet properly informed. 
They are not yet completely aware of the tremendous 
damage forest fires do. And they think that something 
else, or someone else causes fires—not themselves. 

Consider these startling facts: 


1. In an average year, forest fires destroy enough pulp 
wood to fill the paper requirements of every news- 
paper in the United States for a year! 

2. Last year, 20 million acres of our beautiful forest 
playgrounds were burned over by fire! 

3. The timber lost in forest fires every year would 
build all the houses in a city of a half million popu- 
lation! 

4. Forest fires last year—and every year—cost Amer- 
ica and you well over one billion dollars! 


No forest fire is insignificant; for even down in that 
grass and brush are tiny trees—the future woods and 
forests of America—the timber that your children will 
urgently need in the years to come. 
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sister, ranging in age from 3 to Io. 


Synod of Texas 
opens a 


Child Placement Service 


First in the Assembly, 
plan proves success 
from the very outset 


By BETTY JO TAYLOR 


H: DOESN'T KNOW it yet, 
but when school begins this fall, 
Danny, age 10, with the sunburst grin 
and strangely dignified manner, will 
have a new mother and father. 

He’s lucky—and so are his new 
parents. Before November of last year 
he would probably have been sent to 
an orphanage with little legal chance 
of being adopted. 

Danny has found a home through 
the Presbyterian Child Placement 
Service. This Service opened its of- 
fice in the Gibraltar Life Building in 
Dallas last November, under direc- 
tion of the Synod of Texas. As a pio- 
neering venture, the Synod has added 
to the more traditional home for 
children at Itasca a state-wide child 
placement service specializing in older 
children—the first in Texas and the 
first in the Presbyterian Church. 

Here is how the Service worked 
for Danny. 





Duo IS THE OLDEST of 
a family of three brothers and one 


His father deserted the family three 
years before his mother remarried for 
the third time. 

Unable to take care of her children, 


the mother placed them in the care Before placement, these boys will get fitted with new clothes. 
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CHILD PLACEMENT 





(From page 15) 


of the county child welfare bureau. 
The bureau boarded three of them 
in one foster home, and sent Danny 
to another home, a mile away. 

The State agency gave the mother 
a year to decide whether she could 
take back her children. She found that 
she couldn’t care for them as she 
would like, so she voluntarily gave 
up her rights to the children. 

At this point Danny and the other 
three children were referred to the 
Presbyterian Service for placement. 
Mrs. Betty Woodward, director, went 
to their county courthouse to get 
acquainted with them. As she told 
them stories, the little girl climbed 
onto her lap, two small boys snuggled 
close, and Danny, trying hard to act 
dignified as the head of his little 
family, asked if he could help her read 
the story to the children. It was ob- 
vious that they would adjust easily to 
new parents. 

Told that Mrs. Woodward was 
looking for a new mother and father 
for them, Danny said wistfully that 
he would like to live on a farm. 


ik THE FILEs of applicants 
for children, Mrs. Woodward found 
a likely family. As Danny had wanted, 
the couple lives on a farm, the wife 
a home economics teacher and the 
husband a farmer and government 
worker. Both come from very large 
families and are well able financially 
and emotionally to take care of a 
brand-new family of four. 

A visit by the couple to Mrs. 
Woodward's office was the first step 
in getting parents and children to- 
gether. Since they were from out of 
town, the husband and wife were 
interviewed for an hour together, 
and for two hours, separately, on the 
same day. Another day they were in- 
terviewed again, and later their home 
was visited and their references 
checked. 

On a bright August day, the par- 
ents will take a trip to see the chil- 
dren, the next step. The couple will 
be able to observe Danny, his sister, 
and brothers, unseen, for once the 
children have met their prospective 
mother and father, they would be 
deeply hurt if adoption did not go 
through. 
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For two or three days they will 
get acquainted, going to the park or 
for drives. And when the new par- 
ents know Danny and his brothers and 
sister well enough, they’ll all go home 
together—a new family. 

But not yet is the adoption final. 
The Service has custody for six 
months before adoption is final, and 
once each month the parents will 
visit Mrs. Woodward to iron out any 
problems that may come up. 


Te PRESBYTERIAN SERVICE 
considers for placement children of 
all ages from all over the state. Since 
there is no agency maternity pro- 
gram, the Service handles mostly 
older children, or families of children 
that may include infants. Referrals 
may come from any source, with the 
advice of the local Presbyterian min- 
ister. Children will be accepted from 
all races and all denominations, al- 
though preference will be given to 
children of families who are com- 
municants of the Presbyterian Church. 

Because it is the only state-wide 
agency placing older children, appli- 
cation from couples like Danny’s new 
parents have arrived in a heavy stream 
since the November opening. Prior to 
then, older children would likely have 
been referred to children’s homes, 
and prospective parents would have 
added their names to long waiting 
lists for infants. Texas has a special 


problem. It 1s one of the two remain- 
ing states that does not have a state 
tax for foster family support of chil- 
dren. 


| A CHILD like 
Danny is placed for adoption, the 
Service plans a period of study, either 
at Itasca or in a boarding home. Tests 
and observations there include physi- 
cal and psychological examinations, 
finding out the child’s feelings about 
himself and his parents, and determin- 
ing whether the child can relinquish 
his natural relatives and be happy in 
a new family. When necessary, psy- 
chiatric treatment is given. 

Finding a home for the seriously 
handicapped child is time-consuming 
and expensive, so such placements are 
still rare. Several children with seri- 
ous handicaps have been referred to 
the Service, but the Service has been 
unable to help most of them. A psy- 
chotic boy, mentally ill at ten years 
old is too young for care at the State 
Hospital, and will continue getting 
worse until he is 18 and eligible for 
treatment there. 

The local community has helped a 
seriously epileptic and diabetic girl, 
ten years old, who has had no love 
or family care since she was three. To 
pay the expenses of one of these, 
the Service would have to give up 
foster family care of three others 
out of the seven that their budget 
allows them to board each year. 


_—— FAMILY LOVE 
will do what no doctor can do. Twin 
boys, four years old, had been abused 





navigating. 


engineering. 





Life’s Best Things 


A pure and holy life . . . the best theology. 

A contented mind... the best philosophy. 

The Golden Rule . . . the best law. 

Knowledge of the Bible . . . the best education. 

Ruling one’s own spirit... the best government. 
Extracting sunshine from each cloud . . . the best science. 
Painting the true and beautiful on memory’s canvas . . . the best art. 
Flashing sunshine’s rays into gloomy lives . . 
Steering life’s barque under the Pilot’s command . 


Building faith’s bridge over the river of death 


. the best radioing. 
the best 


the best 
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physically since they were tiny and 
were “regular terrors,’ Mrs. Wood- 
ward said. Foster parents couldn’t 
handle them. They tested 60, the up- 
per level of feeblemindedness. Some- 
how, in their fourth boarding home, 
the couple got through to the chil- 
dren. Six months later, the boys tested 
at 100 with every possibility of going 
higher. The couple adopted the twins. 
Before Danny’s new parents visited 
Mrs. Woodward for the first time, 
their application had been screened 
carefully according to these require- 
ments set by the board of directors. 
Applicants are accepted on a state- 
wide basis. Fifty is the upper age 
limit, but younger children will be 
placed with younger couples, and 
sterility studies are required before 
consideration. The husband must have 
steady employment, and the couple 
must have a stable income sufficient 
to meet all the needs of the family. 
Parents and children of all faiths 
are accepted by the Presbyterian Serv- 
ice, but preference is given to couples 
who are active members of the same 
church. 
Childless couples will be given pref- 
erence, and no child will be placed 
with a single person. 


W uen MRS. WOODWARD 
received Danny’s parents’ first letter 
of inquiry, she sent back a five-page 
application form. Filled out, the form 
told her what type of child or chil- 
dren they wanted, and described their 
family background, home, finances, 
education, and interests. This applica- 
tion, more detailed than most, enables 
the director to consider with less 
travel applicants from the whole state 
of Texas. 

At their first interview the prospec- 
tive parents told Mrs. Woodward 
what they wanted from adoption. 
They would have been ruled out 
for these reasons: 


1. The parents have too rigid speci- 
fications for the child they will 
adopt. 

2. The couple is too fearful about 
adoption—they must be willing 
to take a chance. 

3. The parents lack warmth and 
ability to relate to others. 
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4. Husband and wife do not have 
a well-balanced relationship or 
do not get along well together. 


‘Same KINDS OF CARE are 
now provided for familyless children 
like Danny. One is referral for in- 
stitutional care in the home at Itasca. 
An alternative is foster family care, 
paid for by the Service, and the main 
objective is placement for adoption. 

As in Danny’s case, the Presbyte- 
rian Service works closely with the 
county child welfare bureaus, often 
helping the same children. 

And if possible the Service keeps 
families together, without splitting 
them up for adoption. 

Late one night, for example, a dis- 
tracted mother called the agency ask- 
ing for immediate adoption for her 
three children. The husband had de- 
serted a year before, and she was 
away from home most of the time 
working to support the family. The 
children had begun to get in trouble. 


‘Sees SOCIAL WORK 
counseling with the mother and the 


help of a neighborhood Presbyterian 


minister, the children were helped 
to remain with their mother. A maid 
was employed by the minister to stay 
with the ten-year-old girl, who is re- 
tarded and deaf. The same minister 
found a man to give the thirteen-year- 
old boy a job and act as a “big 
brother.” The twelve-year-old, a bril- 
liant boy, began to excel in school 
work, and the children and mother 
became a happy family group. Adop- 
tion or institutional placement here 
would have been a tragedy. 

The idea for the Child Placement 
Service grew out of the work now 
being done for children through the 
Southwestern Presbyterian Home and 
School for Children in Itasca, Texas. 
This home, now caring for 112 boys 
and girls, has found its facilities taxed 
to meet a growing need. Likewise, 
through the years it became appar- 
ent that some children can be served 
better through adoption, while others 
—because their parents are still alive 
—are not adoptable and can best be 
served by the home. 

Therefore, the present program of 
Synod’s child care has been developed 
on a twofold basis: child placement 
for older children who are legally 
adoptable, and the children’s home 
for others. Both units are essential 
to a well-rounded program. END 





Ten Commandments 
For Modern Parents 


. Give your children the support of love and confidence, with 


appreciation of the individuality of each. 


2. Plan for good times with your children, and try always to 
remember how they seem to a child. 

3. Give your children a share in the tasks, plans, and creative 
activities of the home. 

4. Look for good which you can praise more than for faults 
which you must condemn. 

5. Value curiosity in your children and stimulate in them the 
love of all things true and beautiful. 

6. Teach your children to convert obstacles into opportunities. 

7. Develop in yourselves such qualities as you want your 
children to have. 

8. Make your home a center of friendship and good neigh- 
borliness. 

- Share with your children in the fellowship of the Church. 

1 


. Lead your children into faith in God through discipleship 


to Jesus Christ that they may be workers with God in 
overcoming evil and promoting good. 


—BY L. FOSTER WOOD. 














A SIGNIFICANT ADDRESS 

BY THE ONLY MEMBER OF OUR 
CHURCH TO BE A FEATURED 
SPEAKER AT THE WORLD 
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES MEETING 


God has a grand design! 


By COL. FRANCIS PICKENS MILLER 


Excerpts from an address 
delivered Aug. 21 at World Council Meeting 


God has a grand design for human society and He is 
calling all men to serve Him in the realization of that 
design. 

I believe that a man of faith called by God to His 
service will be shown what he has to do when con- 
fronted with choices and decisions in the concrete cir- 
cumstances of life. It is through what he does as a mem- 
ber of society on this earth that man demonstrates the 
reality of his faith in the society of that City which 
hath foundations whose Maker and Builder is God. 

In conformity with the realization of His grand de- 
sign God is changing things. As His judgment falls, 
societies disintegrate and disappear. As He transforms 
man and makes him a new creation He changes man’s 
relations with all the other persons with whom he is 
associated—with members of his family—with neigh- 
bors—with partners in his business or brothers in his 
labor union, and with everyone else whose life he 
touches. As these relations are changed society is to 
that extent changed. Thus the Lord of creation makes 
all things new. ... 


C IS TRUE that man can never say, “Lo! the Kingdom 
is here,” or “Lo! the Kingdom is there.” But it is also 
true that men of faith are at one and the same time 
citizens of two worlds. They are citizens of their own 
country. They are also by faith citizens of God’s eternal 
Kingdom. And their citizenship in His Kingdom de- 
termines the kind of citizens they aim to be on this 
earth. Their citizenship in His Kingdom determines 
what kind of Americans they are striving to be, or what 
kind of Asiatics or what kind of Europeans. 

In other words, human society furnishes the Christian 
with the raw material of life on which he can leave the 
imprint of his eternal citizenship. The Christian life 
is thus an effort to express the meaning of citizenship in 
God’s Kingdom through our duties, responsibilities, 


and opportunities as citizens of a particular human so- 
ciety. In this sense the Christian is an advance agent of 
the coming Kingdom. And the coming Kingdom is al- 
ready at hand. It is even now knocking at the door. 

The Kingdom of God is not remote in either time or 
space. It is continually breaking in upon us and upon 
our affairs. 

God rules. The government is not in Moscow, Lon- 
don, or Washington. The government is upon His 
shoulders. God is at work in the world; destroying by 
His judgment; redeeming by His love and grace and 
recreating men and nations from the exhaustless stores 
of His mercy and goodness. 

God is at work in the world accomplishing His pur- 
poses through man and through the society which man 
has created. But while God works so do “the princi- 
palities and the powers—the world rulers of this present 
darkness.” 

Human society is the battlefield on which the Father 
of Lies defies the rule of the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. It is the proving ground for you and 
me. There the fateful struggle is engaged for the souls 
of men. 

All men enlist on one side or the other. Each is re- 
sponsible for the side he chooses. 


T SEEMS AS if this struggle is approaching a climax of 
some kind in our day. Around 1914, at the very mo- 
ment of our greatest pride, at the very moment when 
western civilization seemed to have reached its highest 
peak, at the very moment when we thought that even 
the evangelization of the world was but a generation 
away—at that very moment the hosts of wickedness 
launched a gigantic counter-offensive to capture the 
mind, the conscience, the spirit and the soul of man. 

In the course of the past 40 years we have seen the 
Father of Lies himself appear in human guise in various 
parts of the world to wreak his malignant spite upon 
us. He has corrupted great nations, threatened whole 
civilizations and established hell on earth. Wherever 
men are used as pawns and not as persons, wherever 
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WORLD STUDENT LEADERS at World Council: Dr. W. A. Visser ‘T Hooft of Geneva; Dr. John R. Mott, founder and first chairman of the 





World’s Student Christian Federation; Col. Francis P. Miller, a Southern Presbyterian member of the U.S. Conference for the World 
Council; Rev. Philippe Maury of France, present general secretary of the youth organization; Dr. Robert C. Mackie of Geneva, a former 


chairman; and Dr. Daniel T. Niles of Ceylon, present chairman. 


ends are said to justify the means and wherever people 
live in a state of mistrust, hatred, fear and confusion, 
there we know that his minions have been at work. 

But the last word is not with the Father of Lies or 
with the rulers of the darkness of this world. The last 
word is with the God who so loved the world that He 
gave His only Son. For it is He who created man with 
the capacity to organize society. It is He who made 
man to explore, exploit, and control the utmost secrets 
of nature. The God who gave His only Son for man’s 
salvation, the God who wills that men establish a better 
society on this earth, the God who has entrusted man 
with the awesome knowledge of atomic energy—this 
God did not make man in order that he might be finally 
subjugated, enslaved and liquidated by the Father of 
Lies. 


W: KNow that the battle is fierce and long. But we 
also know that final victory will be won (just as 
in one sense it has already been won) by Jesus Christ 
our Lord. It is He who has promised us a City in 
which all of our hopes will be fulfilled. And it is He 
who is calling us now to go out with Him onto the 
battlefield of human society to meet the challenge of 
the Father of Lies and demonstrate what it means to 
live like citizens of God’s Eternal Kingdom in these 
evil but glorious hours of human history. He is our 
Captain in the well-fought fight and He will assign to 
each of us our specific task and mission. 

Regardless of what the assignment of each may be, 
He calls us all to stand for Truth, for Purity of per- 
sonal life, for Decency and Fair Play in human rela- 
tions, for Community, for Justice, and for Peace. And 
He calls every one of us to struggle for these things, 
not in an ivory tower and not just within our respec- 
tive churches, but every day and at every place where 
we find ourselves working members of human society. 

. .. | am convinced that one of our greatest weak- 
nesses as a world-wide Christian community is our 


NOVEMBER, 1954 


failure to provide our laymen with the kind of religious 
education that makes them think of their work in 
secular society as being the place to which God has 
called them to serve Him, and where they are, with 
God’s help, to engage and defeat the hosts of darkness. 

My impression is that many of us have either uncriti- 
cally taken society too much for granted or have tended 
to think of the Christian life as a separate existence 
from man’s existence as a citizen, as a factory worker, 
as an industrialist, as an educator—in short, to think of 
the Christian life as a separate existence from man’s 
existence as a working member of society. Those who 
uncritically take society for granted sometimes regard 
it as synonymous with “this evil world” and the Chris- 
tian life as meaning isolation from or escape from 
as much of the evil as possible. To be sure society in- 
cludes all that is evil in human relations, but the im- 
portant point for us to remember is that it also includes 
all that is good in human relations. Further, human 
society is the scene of vast transforming, life-giving, 
redemptive activity undertaken by men and women of 
faith. The Christian life is not flight from the world, 
but assumption of responsibility in the world. 


ox SOCIETY is the battlefield on which the forces of 
good and evil are struggling for mastery over men’s 
souls, the Christian life is not retreat from the field, 
but occupation of every portion of the field which it 


_ is within our power to occupy and hold. 


Our failure as Christians to appreciate and act upon 
this central truth is in my opinion one of the principal 
causes of the catastrophic reverses suffered by the 
world-wide Christian community during the past 40 
years. 

. . » I suspect you will agree with me that at this 
rather terrifying hour in human history it is going to 
make a difference for us who are here, and for all men 
everywhere, whether the individuals who govern the 

(See page 59) 
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A THRILLING CONFERENCE at Montreat each summer awaits three missionary- 


minded groups—missionaries home on furloughs, missionary appointees, and lay 
men and women with a zeal for more knowledge about missionary work. The 
three groups are an inspiration to each other. 


Note in photos, in usual order: Rev. R. Caldwell Smith, Presbyterian USA 
missionary to India, teaches large group. @ The Texas women chairman were 
M ] S S 100 per cent present. @ And Mrs. Rowena McCutchen, associate educational 
secretary of the Board of World Missions, leads a group of synodical and pres- 
byterial chairmen of world missions. opposite PAGE: An hour each afternoon 
was for informal chats between missionaries and laymen, youth and adults. @ Dr. 

O O L A. B. Rhodes of Louisville Seminary led daily Bible hour. @ Young people’s f 
classes were full; here G. Raymond Womeldorf, former China missionary, is 
leader. @ Climax to Conference is Commissioning Service; here Dr. C. Darby 
Fulton commissions 38 new missionaries for foreign service. 
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OUR PRESBYTERY this year must 

' either approve or disapprove a 
roposed new chapter for our 

Book of Church Order, a chapter on 
The Director of Christian Education. 


The basic provisions of this chapter 
are these: 


1, That our “Form of Government” 
allow for the certification of directors 
of Christian Education, and of as- 
sociates in Christian Education, by the 
presbytery. This is simply a certifica- 
tion with reference to the person’s 
qualifications for professional service 
in the field of Christian education. 
The person certified remains a mem- 
ber of a local church. 


The DCE- 


her professional status 

to be decided as presbyteries 
vote on proposed change in 
the Book of Church Order 


2. That the requirements for certifi- 
cation as a director of Christian Edu- 
cation be as follows: 

(a) The candidate shall have a 








“Aren’t the educational standards too high and therefore 


: tify such persons as directors under the “extra- 
impractical P” 


ordinary case” provision of the new chapter. 
These are essentially the same educational standards 
as are recommended by other major denominations 
in our country and by the Division of Christian Edu- 
cation of the National Council of Churches. 
Viewed from the standpoint of the educational serv- 
ice expected of directors, these educational standards 
appear to be minimum requirements. Persons with 
lesser qualifications may (and do) serve churches in 
some capacities (secretary, visitor, office manager, 
etc.) with great success. Only in extraordinary cases, 
however, could they serve effectively as advisers in 
the field of Christian education. 


“Should not the ATS graduate with a bachelor’s degree in 
religious education qualify for certification as a director 
rather than an associate?” 


There are three points favoring the position taken in 
the new chapter: (1) ATS is becoming increasingly 
a graduate school in religious education; (2) an in- 
creasing number of church colleges are providing 
training in religious education, and (3) the demand 
for educational workers in local churches is far 
greater than the number of graduates which ATS 


can supply. 


“Why should a director of Christian education be certified 
by the presbytery rather than by the session of the local 
church?” 


“What about the director now serving without these educa- 
tional qualifications P” 
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There will always be a place in the church for the 
employment of useful but not highly trained work- 
ers. Increasingly churches will give these persons 
titles appropriate to their actual function. 

Also, there are now and there will always be persons 
who through ability and experience and personal 
study attain high qualifications for service as direc- 
tors of Christian education. The presbytery may cer- 


In order to protect local churches from ministers 
who are theologically unsound or who lack adequate 
qualifications for the ministry, the licensure and ordi- 
nation of ministers is in the hands of the presbytery. 
The same need for the protection of local churches 
exists in the case of professional directors of Chris- 
tian education, for the director, like the minister 
usually has a profound influence over the teaching 


Questions and Answers 


about proposed “‘standards” 
for directors of Christian Education 
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master’s degree in religious educa- 
tion based on two years of graduate, 
professional study. 

(b) The candidate shall satisfy the 
presbytery as to his (or her) mo- 
tives for seeking to serve as a direc- 
tor of Christian Education, and he 
(or she) shall have received and 
accepted a call to a particular work. 
(c) The candidate shall stand a per- 
sonal examination before the pres- 
bytery on his (or her) understand- 
ing of basic Christian beliefs, church 
government, the sacraments, Eng- 
lish Bible, and Christian education. 


3, That the requirements for certifi- 
cation as an associate in Christian Edu- 
cation be the same as the above, ex- 
cept that the formal educational re- 
quirement be simply a bachelor’s de- 
gree from an accredited educational 


4, That a certified associate in Chris- 
tian Education may attain certifica- 
tion as a director of Christian Educa- 
tion by completing five years of serv- 
ice in which he (or she) has success- 
fully demonstrated his (or her) voca- 
tional ability and by completing at 
least nine semester hours of graduate 
study (approximately two and a half 
months’ work) in Christian education. 


5, That in extraordinary cases the 
presbytery may allow exceptions to 
the above requirements. 


6, That presbyteries take under their 
care and oversight (somewhat as in 
the case of candidates for the minis- 
try) persons who are in training for 
service as directors of Christian Edu- 


7. That local churches may employ 
as assistants in Christian Education 
men and women who show interest, 
aptitude and ability in the field of 
Christian Education, but who do not 
seek certification by the presbytery. 

The entire text of this proposed 
chapter may be found in the Minutes 
of the Ninety-Fourth General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., 1954, Part I, pages 78-81. 

For your further understanding of 
this proposed chapter, see the Ques- 
tions and Answers on next page, and 
the article by Dr. Patrick H. Car- 
michael, dean of the Faculty of As- 
sembly’s Training School, in the No- 
vember issue of Presbyterian Action. 

Adoption of the new chapter de- 
pends upon its approval by a ma- 
jority of our presbyteries this year 
and its approval and final enactment 


institution. cation. 


by the 1955 Assembly. 





program of the church. The fact that directors, again 
like ministers, are called (though by sessions only) 
and employed to serve local congregations is added 
reason for their certification by the higher court. 


“Is not this proposed new chapter ‘unpresbyterian’ P” 


Just the opposite, These proposals are designed to in- 
sure the proper a est ag of directors by the pres- 
bytery. The certification is in reality nothing more 
than the provision by a presbytery of a certified 
statement that a particular person is qualified for 
service as a director or associate in Christian educa- 
tion. 


“Is not the proposed new chapter ‘unscriptural’P” 


Not at all. If our presbyterian form of government 
is Scriptural, then these proposals are likewise Scrip- 
tural. Also the Scriptures magnify the importance of 
the teaching work of the church. 


“Is an examination before presbytery actually needed? Would 


this not be too frightening to prospective directors?” 


If the presbytery is to certify directors then it must 
have the privilege of conducting a suitable examina- 
tion of candidates for that vocation. Otherwise the 
certification would not have true validity. 


There is no reason to suppose that a qualified candi- 
date for this vocation would be any more frightened 
at the prospect of a presbytery examination than a 
candidate for the ministry would be. 


“Why is ‘certification’ provided, rather than ‘commissioning’ P” 


“Certification” is preferred because it is an educa- 
tional term. (States grant teaching certificates to per- 
sons who have the required qualifications.) “Com- 
missioning” seems to be of somewhat the same nature 
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as ordination and is not essential in the case of direc- 
tors. 


The Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., provides for “com- 
missioning,” the Methodist Church for “certification” 
of directors. 


“Is the title ‘director of Christian education’ broad enough?” 


Yes. This is the title given in all protestant churches 
today to qualified educational workers, Of course, a 
person may be certified as a director of Christian 
education by presbytery, but carry a more functional 
title in his work, such as “director of youth work.” 


“Couldn’t a better title be found than ‘associate in Christian 
education’ P” 


This problem has been studied by leaders in all de- 
nominations and no better title has been found. After 
all, such a person is a special associate to the pastor 
and session, serving in the area of Christian education. 
This title is being used more and more in churches 
across the country so that it carries dignity, just as 
do the titles “associate pastor” or “associate professor.” 


“Where does the ‘minister of education’ fit into this picture?” 


This title is nearly always reserved for ordained min- 
isters who are serving specifically in the field of 
Christian education. Ordained ministers have their 
status defined elsewhere in the Book of Church 
Order. The educational qualifications for the minis- 
try are actually higher than those required of certi- 
fied directors. 


“Why should these proposals be put into the Form of Gov- 
ernment of the Book of Church Order?” 


The nature of these proposals requires that they be 
in our Form of Government. If the presbytery is to 
certify these workers as directors or assistants in 
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“What is the story behind this proposed 
chapter P How long has it been in prepara- 
tion? Who is responsible for it?” 


It’s a long story, beginning at least as far back 
as 1939. In that year a committee was ap- 
: agit BF prs * 
pointed “to study the possibility of an addition 
to the Book of Church Order which will make 
official provision for the director of religious 

education in the local church.” 


In 1944, as a result of that committee’s work, 
a proposal was before the General Assembly. 
It was a less far-reaching proposal, and less 
positive, than the proposed chapter now before 
us. It was defeated in the 1945 Assembly, pos- 
sibly because it had not come directly from 
the Executive Committee of Religious Educa- 
tion and Publication and was not referred to 
the Assembly’s Standing Committee on Re- 
ligious Education, 


In June of 1952 the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion re-opened the matter by requesting that 
representatives of its staff contact representa- 
tives of the Assembly’s Training School and 
the Assembly’s Association of Directors of Re- 


ligious Education “in regard to studying the 
whole area of the status, duties, relationships, 
and title of the director of religious education 
and the minister of education.” Following this 
a special committee undertook the new study. 


This committee found that on the basis of the 
work done previously in our own Church and 
that done recently in other denominations, it 
was able to move along rapidly with its work. 
After several months’ intense work a first draft 
was presented to the Board of Christian Edu- 
cation. A second draft was then widely circu- 
lated throughout our Church for criticism. 
Many helpful criticisms were received and the 
over-all response to the proposal was most fa- 
vorable. A final draft was approved by the 
Board of Christian Education in February, 1954, 
and recommended to the ’54 General Assembly. 
Approved by the General Assembly, the pro- 
posed chapter is now before our presbyteries 
“for their advice and consent.” If it is approved 
by a majority of our presbyteries and by the 
next Assembly, it then becomes a part of our 
Book of Church Order. 














Christian education, then it must have the procedures 
specified in the constitution of our Church. 


“Isn’t the chapter too wordy? Couldn’t it be condensed sub- 
stantiall+ P” 


This proposed chapter has been made as brief and 
succinct as possible. By word-for-word count the 
chapters relating to the candidacy, licensure, and 
ordination of ministers are nearly twice as long. 


“Is this the proper time to present this matter to the Assem- 
bly? Wouldn’t it be wise to wait a few years longer?” 


The committee which prepared this paper believes 
that it is now in acceptable form. Further study and 
work does not promise any substantial improvements. 


If the proposals speak to a true need in our Church 
today and if they will satisfy that need, we should 
delay no longer in the matter. Other denominations 
have already established standards and clarified the 
status of directors for their constituency. It does not 
seem right that our own Church, which has tradi- 
tionally held to high educational standards for its 
leadership, should lag behind in this concern. 


The demand for educational workers far ex- 
ceeds the supply in our Church today. This 
makes more urgent the need for a clear defini- 
tion of the status of such workers. 





A happy Christian one day met an Irish peddler and ex- 
claimed, “It’s a grand thing to be saved!” “Eh,” said the 
peddler, “it is, but I know something better than that.” “Better 
than being saved?” queried the other. “What can you possibly 
know better than that?” “The companionship of the Man who 


has saved me!” was the unexpected reply. 
—Believer’s Pathway. 
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Says antisegregation decision 
encourages south africans 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.—The United States Supreme 
Court decision banning segregation in the public schools 
has “greatly encouraged” those people in South Africa 
who are struggling against the prevailing apartheid 
(segregation) policy, the Anglican Bishop of Johannes- 
burg reported here. 

In Minneapolis for the World Anglican Congress, the 
Rt. Rev. RichardA. Reeves said, “Those in control of 
the South African government are not insensitive to 
what is happening in other parts of the world.” 

Bishop Reeves said the policies of the Anglican Church 
on the matter of racial segregation run count¢r to those 
of the government of Prime Minister Daniel Malan, but 
he was not prepared to say which is making the most 
headway. 

“I can say this much however,” the bishop declared, 
“the government hasn’t achieved segregation and we 
haven’t achieved integration.” 

He said in an interview that the Church, through its 
diocesan synod (legislative body), is one of the few 
places in South Africa where native Africans can still 
express opinions freely. They have about 42 per cent of 
the voting power. 

In practice, colored and white generally worship in 
separate churches, Bishop Reeves said, explaining that 
this was due to both geographical and linguistic prob- 
lems involved. 

But, the bishop added, he knows of no Anglican 
church where Africans would be excluded. 
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BEAUTIFUL Thanksgiving pulpit decoration by Fred S. 


Christensen—built around a wagon wheel. 


say it with flowers— 
in church, too! 


By MRS. C. L. DANIEL 


New Orleans. La. 


LIFELONG LOVER Of flowers plus 
- an aesthetic “sixth sense” of ap- 
preciation of their beauty and 


color and an eye for arrangement all 
have combined into making an ab- 


sorbing hobby for a New Orleans. 


businessman. 

He is Fred S. Christensen, district 
representative for an institutional sup- 
plies concern, who began growing his 
first flowers at the age of six. 

Chief beneficiary of this amateur 
decorator—amateur only in that he 
has had no professional experience or 
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training—is the Canal Street Presby- 
terian Church where he has been do- 
ing the major decorating for the last 
ten years. As one minister put it, “It 
has been through Christensen’s gifts 
of flower arrangements that he has 
been used by the Spirit to lift the 
thoughts of the worship to Him who 
is the Author and Creator of all 
beauty.” 

Others who have benefited from 
his talents are the Order of Eastern 
Star and numerous wedding parties. 
All are lavish in their praise of his 
work, judging from the stack of let- 
ters he has received from the church 
and Eastern Star officials. 


He is known to virtually all the 
city’s florists, and to his family he has 
the nickname of “the reaper” because 
of his habit of raiding their flower 
gardens with garden shears and an im- 
mense wicker clothesbasket to carry 
off the blossoms. 


“FIRST STEP in tackling a 
big arrangement,” Christensen says, “is 
to create my own design, which I 
generally do weeks in advance. 
Sometimes the inspiration comes in 
the middle of the night and I get up 
to jot it down before the hours pass 
and the idea is dulled.” 

“Next comes the choice of flowers, 














which is guided somewhat by the sea- 
son of the year, then selection of the 
right containers and the right filler,” 
he says. “Long-stemmed flowers are 
a ‘must’ in this pursuit, as an arrange- 
ment for a church has to be large so 
you can see it the moment you enter 
the sanctuary.” 

His arrangements include stock, 
snapdragons, gypsophilia (baby’s 
breath), roses, Easter and calla lilies, 
dahlias, and so on. The “filler” or 
greenery is very important for it con- 
stitutes the floral backdrop to show 
off the flowers to their best advantage. 
When he goes out to decorate he has 
a carful of “filler,” such as pitus 
phorum, or bamboo, LaGuardia fern 
or magnolia leaves. 


WILDFLOWERS also _ have 
their place in Christensen’s decorative 


schemes. October is the month to find ° 


these--mostly along the highways 
and byways. 

Cathedral candles are used effec- 
tively, along with flowers, in his 
decorations at certain times. They, 
too, must be selected for the correct 
heighth because of the high arch over 
the altar. Some of his most prized 
candles were given to him badly soiled 
and stained but he restored their fin- 
ish by rubbing on fat—an old trick 
among decorators. He uses the cathe- 
dral candles and flowers profusely in 
the church windows, lofts and altar as 
he says these places need them more 
than the aisles. 

Part of the secret of his success is 
the fact that Christensen will use only 
fresh-cut flowers—no overnight deco- 
rating for him, he says, because flow- 
ers standing only a few hours lose 
much of their freshness. This in- 
sistence of his for fresh flowers may 
prove annoying at times to the flor- 
ists; nevertheless they are indulgent 
and let him go in and pick out his 
own blooms near the “zero hour.” He 
says he is willing to pay extra for the 
privilege of “hand picking” the flow- 
ers he wants. At the church when he 
decorates he is on hand at 7 a.m. to 
have things ready for the 11 A.M. 
service that morning. The one excep- 
tion he has to make to this rule is at 
Easter time when extra services are 
held early in the morning. 
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SAY IT WITH FLOWERS 





Search for the “right” flower con- 
tainer or jardiniere has been sent him 
off into another hobby—collecting 
glassware—and the cupboards and 
shelves at his home are overflowing 
with it, as well as the basement. 
He had to buy a huge cabinet to 
store his most prized pieces. “Every 
time I open a closet door I expect a 
‘frog’ to jump out at me,” laughs Mrs. 
Christensen. A “frog” is a wire frame 
or rest upon which the decorators 
base the flowers. 

Most unusual “container” in the 
lot is an inverted lamp shade 100 
years old, made of rare glass which 
has a pink background fluted with 
white snow. An English tureen and a 
soap dish from an old-fashioned wash 
bowl and pitcher set are among the 
unexepected pieces he has in his col- 
lection, selected primarily for the 
shape he needs in certain displays. 


CHRISTENSEN HAS a natural 
instinct for tracking down jardinieres 
as he goes about the city and in his 
business travels throughout Louisiana 
and Mississippi. In 1914 he bought a 
jardiniere, of Chinese influence, at an 
auction. Four years ago in passing 
along St. Charles Avenue he found a 
mate to it resting in the solarium win- 
dow of a lovely home. He kept his 
eye on it all this time. Then one day, 
learning the furnishings of this home 





Next issue 


In the December issue SuRVEY 
will present a comprehensive re- 
port of the historic Evanston 
meeting of the World Council 
of Churches—called by some 
“the greatest gathering of Chris- 
tians since the Council of 
Nicaea in 325 A.D.,” which 
adopted the Nicaean Creed, 
forerunner of the Apostles’ 
Creed used by most Christians. 

There will be a story by Miss 
Pearl Weathers, SurveEy’s own 
correspondent who attended the 
World Council meeting, as well 
as summary statments present- 
ing the significant pronounce- 
ments of the Council. 











were for sale he made arrangements 
to buy the vase before the other arti- 
cles were auctioned off. It proved to 
be a bit larger than his first Chinese 
vase but was of the same pattern and 
period. 

Another time he spotted a lovely 
French jardiniere, with cameo effects, 
on a lady’s porch in Mississippi. He 
was fearful some painters working 
nearby would soil it; got to talking 
to the lady, and offered to buy it. 
This vase, like so many other hand- 
made ones he has, is signed by the 
artist. He has all sorts of Venetian 
glass, milk glass, silver jardinieres, 
Italian pottery, crystal and Czecho- 
Slovakian modern pottery. One of the 
crystal pieces magnifies the flowers. 
One of the more unusual pieces is a 
low bow] of camellia float of milk glass 
with enormous blue dragonflies. 

“If they’re beautiful and 100 years 
old I buy them,” he says, “provided 
they are not chipped.” He runs his 
fingers over the glassware he pur- 
chases with the keenness of touch of 
a blind person. He thumps the glass 
in showing it to someone to demon- 
strate its sterling quality. The flower 
containers run mostly to solid colors 
to provide the proper color harmony. 
They come in all shades of the rain- 
bow. 

Not only vases but other antiques 
intrigue the flower decorator. He has 
a sandwich lamp of emerald green; 
two English bas reliefs made in 1858 
by Fontana, one showing the Nativity 
scene and the other St. John the Di- 
vine baptizing Christ at the River 
Jordan. Then he has a pair of crystal 
lamps in the shape of a cornucopia; a 
unique sort of “lazy susan” which he 
made by placing a marble oblong on 
an old piano stool. He also has an 1850 
Bible printed in German. 

Christensen enjoys most the deco- 
rating he does at his own church 
where he and his wife, the former 
Lucile Wischan, long have been active 
and where he now is an elder. Chris- 
tensen is of Swedish background, a 
quiet, reserved man. The Swedes live 
close to nature, he says. As for his 
extraordinary ability he says “I feel it 
is a talent given to me and I want to 
use it to lift the thoughts of others.” 
After church services the flowers are 
sent to the sick and to shut-ins with 
a printed folder inside of which is 
inscribed “May the blessing of God’s 
love ‘come to you with these flowers 
from the altar.” (See page 28) 
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Characteristics of the Early Church 





Meditation 


A Loving Church 


OR NEARLY A YEAR now our meditations on the 
Fees; Christian Church have included a Praying 

Church, a Growing Church, a Courageous Church, 
a Missionary Church. ... This month we are thinking 
of a Loving Church. 

The founders of the Christian Church, who were 
ordinary people like you and me, obediently waited 
in unity of spirit until they were filled with the Holy 
Spirit (Acts 2:4). And we know that “the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace .. .” (Galatians 5:22). It is 
significant that heading this list of graces is Love, the 
queen of the graces. The 120 Spirit-filled Christians 
went forth to show what a loving Church could do in 
a loveless world. Their lives gave proof of the fruit in 
preaching the Gospel, healing the sick, comforting the 
sad, helping the needy, befriending the alien and out- 
cast. 


hes LOVING CHURCH, filled with the Spirit, poured 
itself out in love for Him, its Head, love for one 
another, and love for the whole wide world. 

Their love for Him grew as they used the means of 
grace—“‘And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and 
the prayers.” (Acts 2:42.) Their devotion to the Master 
was so great that they rejoiced “that they were counted 
worthy to suffer dishonor for the name.” (Acts 5:41.) 

Let us see how this Church expressed its love for one 
another. They had a loving concern for the needs of 
people. “. . . and they sold their possessions and goods 
and distributed them to all, as any had need. (Acts 
2:45.) “... there was not a needy person among them.” 
(Acts 4:34.) The good man Barnabas leads in these 
illustrations, followed by Dorcas, who “was full of 
good works and acts of charity.” (Acts 9:36.) 

They were not only eager to help those around them, 
but out of their poverty sent an offering to the famine 
stricken fellow Christians in Jerusalem. (Acts 11:28.) 

The Philippian jailer, after conversion, washed the 
wounds of Paul and Silas, took them to his own home 
and fed them (Acts 16:33-34). 

Ananias showed his love and tenderness toward an 
erstwhile enemy when “laying his hands on him he said 
‘Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus ... has sent me that you 
may regain your sight?” (Acts 9:17). These words 
were like music to Saul’s soul. 

In the fellowship of the early Christian Church we 





see real love manifested among men and women, adults 
and young people, among the deacons and the elders! 
Seldom do we behold such a touching scene as that of 
the farewell of Paul to the Ephesian elders on the shore 
at Miletus. (Acts 20: 18-38.) 


ee the crowning act of love in the early Church 
was expressed in the prayer of Stephen as they 
stoned him to his death—‘“Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them.” (Acts 7:60.) Such acts as these—and 
others not listed—evoked from pagans and Christians 
alike this expression of Tertullian, “See bow these 
Christians love one another.” 

The loving Church, still busy at home, reached out, 
Christlike, to other areas, races, and nations: Philip 
went to the Samaritans, hated and despised by the Jews 
(Acts 8:5). He also went to the Ethiopian, a eunuch 
and a black man (Acts 8:27). Peter, through the Ro- 
man centurion, Cornelius, opened the door of faith 
to the Gentiles, which was sanctioned and sealed by 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit (Acts 10-11). Paul, 
Barnabas, Silas, and other missionaries to follow, car- 
ried the message of God’s love throughout Asia and 
even to Europe in spite of stonings, shipwrecks, im- 
prisonment—“men who have risked their lives for the 
sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Acts 15: 26.) 

Their love was shown also in the gifts of money sent 
to help their fellow Christians in time of famine (Acts 
11:28-30). That seems a little thing to us now, but it 
was something new then—people giving money to help 
people whom they had not seen, whom they did not 
know, most of whom belonged to another race in an- 
other part of the world. 


“Tt is in loving—not in being loved—the heart is blest; 
It is in giving—not in seeking gifts—we find our 
quest.” 


What about your church? My church? Is it a loving 
church? Does the love of Christ constrain us? Do others 
say of us, “See how these Christians love one another”? 

Is there love in our hearts for people of other classes, 
races, and nations? How are we showing it? 

“Love so amazing, so divine demands my soul, my 
life, my all.” 

—SARAH MATHESON 
Gainesville, Florida 
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_ FLOWERS _ 








(From page 26) The outside of the | 
folder shows a cross and the fleur-de- | 
lis. It makes him wince to see the 
decorations dismantled after so much 
painstaking work, but he is happy that 
the flowers go to the people they do. 
Asked if he holds any special office 
in the church for his decorating serv- 
ice he said no but that someone had 
suggested he be called the “minister 
of flowers.’ He used to decorate there 
every Sunday but now that he travels 
most of the time has had to restrict it 
for the last three years to special oc- 
casions like Easter, Thanksgiving, | 
Christmas, and so on. (He is assisted 
by Mrs. V. Wolsch, of the church. 
Various church groups sponsor the 
decorations at these times.) 

Special occasions where he has been 
called upon to decorate include the 
Golden Anniversary (1950) of the | 
Grand chapter of the O.E.S. at the | 
Roosevelt Hotel, decorating at Je- 
rusalem Temple for the O.E.S., the 


© & 
Canal Street Presbyterian Church 
Centennial in 1947, Rally Day, and so 





Small building at Zumbi overcrowded and sold when church moved to Madalena, nearby. 


on. He created a chapel entirely with 

flowers once for the Eastern Star. 
Strange to say Christensen is not a 

member of any men’s garden clubs or 


the like, though he visits flower shows 
in the city and during his travels. He al } Ca 
prizes his trips to the Natchez Pil- 


grimage each year to view both the | 
flowers and the antiques, and likes to | 
take in things like this on his vaca- 
tions. He likes to raise flowers and his 
only deterrent from flower raising on 
a wholesale basis is his lack of space, 
he says. 

So well organized is the whole proj- 
ect in his mind when he tackles a job 
that he automatically follows a sort 
of timetable, knowing right where to | 
go to pick up his supplies in the quick- 
est way possible. From house to 
nursery to church it takes him only 
an hour for a routine job. 

So deep-rooted is his love of flow- 
ers that to this day he says he can 
recall the fragrance of the roses in the 
church on Palm Sundays when he 
was a boy. END 





Once a Christian general was seen talk- 
ing to a poor old woman. Friends remon- 
strated with him, saying, “You ought to 
consider your rank.” The general answered, 
“What if my Lord had considered His 
rank P” —CHARLOTTE SKINNER, 

(Copied from New Sermon Illustrations for 
All Occasions, compiled and edited by G. B. F. 


Hallock.) The church of Madalena under construction. It is not yet finished but is being used. 
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“Like living stones be yourself built 
into a spiritual house.” 


By E. RAYNARD AREHART 
Recife, Brazil 


As YOU PRESBYTERIANS in 
North America have just been think- 
ing of city churches perhaps you will 
be interested in church growth and 
development in the Presbytery of 
Pernambuco in Brazil and especially in 
the city of Recife. In 1948 the Pres- 
bytery of Pernambuco had twelve or- 
ganized churches. At this date in 1954 
it has eighteen organized churches. 
However, the thing that attracts our 
attention is the good attendance even 
on the part of those who are not 
church members, and the building pro- 
gram that has taken place, and is tak- 
ing place, of necessity, because of the 
swelling crowds. 

Not long ago my wife and I at- 
tended the worship service of the 
church in Tegipio, a suburb of Recife. 
The little church was crowded, and 
there were people standing on the 
street looking in the windows. The 
interior of the church lacked esthetic 
beauty but in its place were the marks 
of growing pains. Part of the back 
wall of the church had been taken 
down and in its place was the front 
entrance to a new building that is 
under construction. 

We heard the report that at Sunday 
school that morning a special offering 
of $400 had been received. It was the 
second of four offerings that had been 
planned for ‘this year. The amount 
may not seem large until one remem- 
bers that the church was organized in 
1950 and has only 79 active members, 
none of whom has an income that is 
beyond his daily needs. To all appear- 
ances the congregation did not take 
into account the economic difficulties 
involved nor their own poverty. Some- 
thing had to be done so the task has 
been begun and is being continued by 
faith. Within the congregation there 
is much activity and sacrificial giving. 
The pastor has become one of the 
bricklayers. Friends beyond the bounds 
of the Presbyterian church have been 
approached and have made valuable 
contributions. One man gave enough 
tiles to cover the main auditorium. 
The pastor is making a visit in the 
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HALFHEARTED 


I prayed to God 

To set me right; 
And then I feared 

To think He might. 











wealthier churches of the South to 
solicit offerings, The fact is that the 
project is going forward. 


ON OUR WAY home we 
stopped in front of the Presbyterian 
church in Areias, another suburban 
district, just long enough to pick up 
the pastor, the Rev. Ismael Andrade. 
We noticed that the walls around the 
church property were broken down 
and that piles of building material 
filled the side yard. Construction of 
their new church is to begin soon. We 
inquired about the congregation and 
his reply was an index to the situation, 
“We stacked them in tonight. They 
were standing in the aisles and along 
the walls.” 

Recently I was unofficial chauffeur 
for the executive committee of the 
Presbyterial of which my wife is a 
member. About a month ago we vis- 
ited the church in Aguas Compridas 
(Long Waters). The women met in 
a small and simple building but it was 
church property. When I first visited 
the congregation a few years ago it 
was meeting in a private residence. 
On the way we stopped in front of 
the church property in Beberibe. This 
is the most recently organized church 
of the presbytery. They have bought 
an excellent location but for the time 
being are adapting the buildings that 
were on the property to their use. As 
yet unvisited is the recently organized 
church in Peixinhos (Little Fish), 
which occupies a new building in a 
good location. 


THE CHURCH in Boa Vista 
(Good View) is really the largest and 
most artistic temple that the Presby- 
terian Church can boast in Recife. It 
was completed about five years ago. 


The congregation has recognized the 
necessity for more ‘property and has 
bought the adjoining lot. Sunday 
school rooms are now being added 
and a Presbyterian center for the city 
is being visualized. Fortunately the 
pastor of the church and present mod- 
erator of the presbytery is an architect 
and constructor, He is on a commis- 
sion of the presbytery to study plans 
for all proposed churches, a commis- 
sion which is very active. 

After all that has gone before, you 
will not be surprised to find that each 
Sunday morning I attend church serv- 
ices in an unfinished building. The 
little congregation of Zumbi moved 
its location and is now the church of 
Madalena, organized in 1951 and with 
a present membership of 95. About 
sixteen thousand dollars have already 
been invested in the new building and 
the end is not yet. When completed it 
will be a reasonably large and attrac- 
tive church in a fast growing resi- 
dential section. In all these building 
programs the North Brazil Presby- 
terian Mission has had a part through 
its revolving construction loan fund 
which is made available to approved 
projects at a very low rate of interest. 
As one loan is repaid by a grateful 
church, it is passed on to another 
needy one. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
of Recife was the first one organized 
in the city many years ago. It still 
shows the largest membership, 1,316 
members. It has recently moved its 
location and is at present housed in a 
former warehouse. Plans are being 
drawn for the construction of an ideal 
building. 

All of these church buildings, com- 
plete or incomplete, were recently 
the scene of immense evangelistic ac- 
tivity. The Presbyterian Seminary of 
the North and the Agnes Erskine’ 
Evangelical School were host institu- 
tions for the General Assembly of 
Brazil in July. The Seminary of the 
North has just completed the princi- 
pal dormitory and refectory of its 
new building program. Two homes 
for professors were previously con- 
structed. The Agnes Erskine School 
is also engaged in the construction of 
additional classrooms and other im- 
provements in the administration 
building. 

While so much material progress is 
evident, we realize it is but the ex- 
ternal aspect of the spiritual house of 
which we are all living stones. END 
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JUST FOR A CHANGE 


let’s take Christmas seriously 


By CALVIN T. RYAN 


State College 
Kearney, Nebraska 


1, HAS BEEN a wholesome 
thing to note that here and there in 
the United States during the last two 
or three years people have begun to 
insist that we put Christ back into 
Christmas. For example, last Decem- 
ber a special committee in Detroit 
took as their slogan, “Observe Christ- 
mas as Christ’s Birthday,” and when 
it was over with, the city called it “the 
most religious observance of the holi- 
day season the city has ever seen.” 

If Jesus came to bring peace on 
earth and good will among men, then 
people should demonstrate that they 
believe it. The special committee that 
arranged for the Detroit Christmas 
was composed of official representa- 
tives of Protestant and Roman Catho- 
lic churches and organizations, and of 
a number of business and civic groups. 
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“Christmas parties” heretofore given 
in offices and industries “toned down” 
their celebrations. It was an example 
of what can be done when people are 
made to realize that Christmas has 
either a religious significance, or it 
drops into commercialism and back 
to paganism. 


UNDOUBTEDLY the Christmas 
season has been “serious business” for 
most people in the last fifty or more 


1, Organize your community 
to sponsor pageants, parades, 
etc., of strictly Christian char- 
acter. 

2. Use only Christmas cards 
of a religious nature. 

3. Teach your children the 
fine art of giving. 


years. Commercializing the holiday 
has meant a whole new source of in- 
come for dealers and manufacturers. 
But it has meant strenuous days for 
clerks, and often equally strenuous 
days for shoppers. The idea of its be- 
ing Christ’s birthday for many people 
must have been submerged by the 
emphasis on tinsel and light and color. 
One writer said last year, with refer- 
ence to the Christmas season, “It 
would be an affectation to pretend 
that the emphasis of Christmas lies 
today in the purely spiritual realm, 
still less in the sphere of theology.” 
The same writer also admitted that 
Christian men did lift up their hearts, 
and that “the spirit of love, good will, 
and neighborliness” still existed. 

It still exists, perhaps, but not al- 
ways on the surface. The first things 
are often not Christ’s birthday, but 
“How are the Christmas sales?” And 
therein lies our danger. If Christmas 
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CHRISTMAS CARDS with religious theme are becoming increasingly popular around the country. Here are some of the cards that will be 








available this year. The National Association of Greeting Card Publishers says, “Simple, colorful designs” will mark this year’s religious 


Christmas cards. RNS Photo. 


should be taken seriously, then there 
should be some occasion to show it in 
nonmaterial ways. Just how much 
effect the questioning of the his- 
toricity of Christ’s birth as a miracle 
of God has had on our observance 
of Christmas as a holy day, I do not 
know, but doubtless it must have 
made its unfortunate inroads, 


IN KEEPING with recent 
trends to put Christ back into Christ- 
mas, the manufacturers of Christmas 
cards showed an interest in the num- 
ber of religious cards they put on the 
market last year. Should we have 
asked a dealer four or five years ago 
for religious cards at Christmas, we 
would have been told, “They don’t 
sell.” But they do sell. The idiotic 
extreme in cards for Christmas has 
passed the peak, let us hope. Each one 
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of us who takes Christmas seriously 
can have a part in making the cards 
more in keeping with the occasion by 
refusing to buy those that are not 
fitting. Sales talk, even in such a small 
item as postcards. 

Like the stories of fairies and the 
gods and goddesses in myths, we no 
longer believe the thousands upon 
thousands of legends associated with 
Christmas. Perhaps Germany has given 
us more Christmas lore than has any 
other country. It has been said that 
only in Germany does one see Christ- 
mas really observed. 

Perhaps the traditions and legends 
accomplished no particular harm, but 
perhaps the good they accomplished 
was equally nil. Midnight on Christ- 
mas Eve is the time for almost any- 
thing, good or bad, to happen. At that 
time water changes to wine; the dog 


that howls between eleven and twelve 
will go mad before the year is out. 
Greater tragedy is in store for the 
person who doesn’t eat beans on 
Christmas Day, for such a negligent 
person will truly (See page 38) 
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Something new! 


When you turn this page you will see a 
new Survey feature ... an events calendar 
for November . . . for you to place on 
your church bulletin board. Type or print 
in the events scheduled for the menth in 
your church. Note also the special dates 
and events being featured throughout the 
Assembly during the month. Let the edi- 
tors of SURVEY know whether you approve 
of this new feature. Thanks. 
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A: THE TURN of our cen- 
tury, floods of immigrants came to 
our'shores. Many of them adventured 
deep down into “the heart of Amer- 
ica.” The people of Central Presby- 
terian Church at Kansas City, Mis- 
souri, became concerned and asked 
Mrs. W. S. Winsborough, who later 
became the secretary of the Women’s 
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“Thirty-five 

















Years 1n 


the Heart of America 


Auxiliary, to make a survey to dis- 
cover which group was in the great- 
est need of help. 

Mrs. Winsborough recommended 
the Italians as the largest and most 
needy group, and in 1908 the Italian 
Mission was established in a small 
frame building. A kindergarten and 
a Sunday school were launched with 





By MRS. CHARLES SHANGLER 


Kansas City, Missouri 


Miss Meta Biggar (later a missionary 
to Korea) as the first teacher, and 
an Italian missionary was called to 
preach the Gospel. 

Three ministers served in quick suc- 
cession, and then, in May of 1918, 
came Rev. J. B. Bisceglia, just one 
day after his graduation from Western 
Theological Seminary in Pittsburgh, 
Pa. He found that the work had been 
abandoned for nine months; hence 
it was necessary to begin all over 
again. 

It is difficult to give a complete pic- 





ture of 35 years of ups and downs, de- 
feats and victories, joys and sorrows, 
tears and smiles in a brief article. Let 
it suffice here to say that Jesus never 
failed in His promise, “Lo, | am with 
you always... .” God has shown His : 
favor in the growing number of con- 
verts, on two continents, in the widen- 
ing circle of friends all over the 
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United States, in the number of young 
people who have gone into full-time 
service, and in the great number of 
activities which have enabled us to 
make practical application of the Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ. 


IN 1932 DR. BISCEGLIA wrote 
to Miss Janie McGaughey, executive 
secretary of the Women of the 
Church, requesting the first available 
birthday gift. This was granted in 
1938, making possible the erection of 
the Northeast Community Center in 
1940 with the help of Central Presby- 
terian Church, the Home Mission 
Committee, and Dr. Homer McMillan. 
The pastor had saved nickels, dimes, 
quarters, and dollars contributed by 
children, young people, and friends 
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since 1921; hence he was able to buy 
the new location on Independence and 
Wabash. 

In 1942 he applied again (through 


“This is the Lord’s doing; 
it is marvelous in our eyes.” 


Miss McGaughey) for a part of the 
Birthday Gift; in 1946 we were again 
the recipients of a large gift which to- 
gether with the sacrificial gifts of 
the congregation, gifts from local 
friends, and from friends all over the 
Assembly, enabled us to make the 
Chapel a reality in 1950. 

It was agreed that the tower should 
not be built at this time because of 





















lack of funds. Our pastor offered as 
collateral his insurance policies, and 
all his worldly goods, but the con- 
tractor, (the late Mr. Hiram Elliott), 
be it said to his honor and glory, 
accepted only his signature. He ap- 
pealed to all his friends in 48 states, 
and thousands of small contributions 
were received. He had promised $2,000 
by January 1, but when he counted 
the money, he had $4,000. It had 
taken two years to get it, but all the 
money was gathered in before the 
tower was completed. 


TODAY THE ITALIAN MISSION 
in the heart of America includes the 
Italian Institute and Central Chapel, 
505 Forest; the Northeast Community 
Center, 544 Wabash; (See page 53) 
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By ROLAND MUSHAT FRYE 


Recognizing the relevance of religion to the teaching 
profession, the author spent a year as a special 
student at Princeton Theological Seminary before 
writing his doctoral dissertation at the University. 
Now he’s putting theory into practice as a member 
of the English faculty at Emory University and as a 
deacon in the Emory Presbyterian Church. 


yn DUKE OF WELLINGTON, we are told, 
once said that if you educate a man without religion, 
you make him a clever devil, and thus he defined the 
quality of much midcentury American education. Of 
course, neither school nor teacher can make a man a 
Christian—only God can do that. But among the pri- 
mary groups influencing young people—the home, the 
church, the school, the social group—the teacher has 
tremendous opportunity for acting as an instrument of 
God for the advancement of His Kingdom. 

Even if the teacher has no opportunity to teach 
Christianity, he has an unlimited opportunity to exhibit 
it. Furthermore, even though his teaching field may 
never offer him the academic opportunity to mention 
the name of Christ in class, the witness of his active 
participation in the worship and work of the local 
church will not go unnoticed, and 


Teaching as a 


Christian vocation 


The question is what structure of thought shall be 
fundamental to our approach. 


W cre it is impossible to teach a subject 
without reference to a structure of value, the Christian 
teacher should not be hesitant to indicate this fact. 
Neither should he be hesitant to indicate the relevance— 
where it is relevant. There are so many legitimate 
relevancies, in many areas, that we should feel no need 
to “drag religion in.” In all cases, however, the Christian 
must be intellectually above reproach, out of reverence 
for the truth which is God’s, not his, as he stands in the 
full and limitless assurance that all truth is orthodox, 
for it is established by God. 

Even in those areas where the Christian teacher can 
properly make few, if any, relations between Christian 











neither will his personal, tactful 
counseling with his students. This, 
it seems to me, constitutes the abso- 
lute minimum for the Christian 
teacher’s witness. 

But there can, and usually should, 
be more. There are many subjects— 
histcry, literature, and the social sci- 
ences, among others—which simply 
can not be taught without continued 
recourse to value judgments. 

On the most hardheaded philo- 
sophical basis, we now realize that it 
is impossible to teach these subjects 
within a moral and religious vacuum. 





Foreword 


In a day when a strange new yearning is moving deeply in the hearts of men 
and women, the Holy Spirit is lifting high the challenge as in Jesus’ time. Are 
we whole-life or just part-time Christians? And as we seek the answer, great 
joy comes from the realization that we may be co-workers with God in our daily 
tasks. Nurses and mechanics, housewives and salesmen, stenographers and 
chemists—as well as missionaries and ministers—may make of their callings a 
Kingdom-building service. 

The Reformation doctrine of Christian vocation, neglected for so long by so 
many lay people, is revitalizing the meaning and purpose of lifework as a primary 
means of Christian witness. This series will reflect how the writers believe God 
intends them to serve him through their chosen careers. 


—DALLAS H. SMITH, Director ; 
Department of Christian Vocation 
Board of Christian Education 
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values and his subject (for example, whereas distinc- 
tively Christian interpretations of philosophy or of his- 
toric fact are possible, such a distinctively Christian 
approach is irrelevant to chemistry), he can still in all 
fairness indicate to his classes the limits of his subject. 
Thus there may be less inclination to exalt natural law 
to the status of ethical object lesson. 

We are convinced that, whether on ethical, religious, 
or intellectual grounds, the Christian view of existence 
offers the most satisfactory explanation of reality. It is 
in terms of Christian frames of reference that the mind 
is most fully freed for the task of understanding, and 
although there is not space here to develop the point in 
detail, it is fundamental, at least to my conception of 
education. 

Certainly the Reformed Churches have laid the basis 
for popular education, and as the great English historian, 
G. M. Trevelyan, reminds us, it was the Presbyterian 
Church which “transformed the lowland Scot from a 
fierce feudal vassal, ignorant of all save sword and 
plough, into the best educated peasant in Europe.” 


j VERY TASK of expanding the mind is a 
religious task, for it fits the individual for greater service 
to his God and to his neighbor. If this fitness is divorced 
from Christian commitment, it will inev itably be dan- 
gerous. As Supreme Court Justice Robert Jackson has 
remarked, “It is one of the paradoxes of our time that 
modern society needs to fear only the educated man. . . 
The most serious crimes against civilization can be 
committed only by educated and technically competent 
people.” The rootless intellect is frequently a destruc- 
tive force, and the Christian teacher must forever keep 
this fact in mind. 

His approach to the problem will vary, not only in 
terms of his subject, but also in terms of the school 
situation to which his vocation brings him. In every 
situation, there is and doubtless will continue to be both 
need and place for the committed Christian teacher. 
In our own time, there may also be a great need for 
more and better church-related schools, explicitly com- 
mitted to Christian patterns of thought and life. But 
that is another question. END 
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frustration cure 


By FLORENCE J. JOHNSON 


Washington, D.C. 


. 

k EELING BLUE AND DEPRESSED? 
There seems to be no end to the many tasks 
that have to be done. You feel “tied down” 
with the family cares when your childless 
neighbor tells of the wonderful party she had 
attended. You had been invited to that same 
party. But that was the day Debbie had com- 
plained of feeling achy and tired—and there 
was polio around. You stayed home and called 
the doctor. Not polio, but Debbie was growing 
fast and needed to be coaxed into eating more 
nourishing food. 

Then there is your talent tor painting. You 
weren't going to let marriage interfere with 
just a tiny bit of a career. Surely, there would 
be some free time for “expressing yourself.” 
But, soon you learn that it’s mother here, wife 
there, and homemaker everywhere. 

One evening I slipped out of the house to 
run over to a neighbor’s with a message. When 
I came back, I stopped and looked into my 
living room through the big window. The 
family were all there. Hubby with his news- 
paper, but also finding time to answer a ques- 
tion from Lee who goes to kindergarten. He 
had a big tablet and a pencil and was evidently 
showing his father the picture he had drawn 
of a ferocious animal. I could see my husband 
screw up his face and give a shudder that 
seemed to signify great fear. 

Terry, our high school freshman, was at the 
desk in one corner, doing his homework, Mary, 
who is in eighth grade, was at the piano. She 
is taking music lessons, and has a rather stiff 
lesson to learn. 

And in a big easy chair was Grandmother 
with four-year-old Susan. It was story time, 
those last precious moments before the sand- 
man comes. 

I looked at my family, and wondered at my 
blindness. 

How could I envy others when I had all 
this? How could I feel frustrated because | 
didn’t have time to paint a picture of still life 
on a canvas? Here through the window I saw 
a picture I was creating—a growing picture, a 
picture with life and color and action. 

To-night when the lights are on, step out- 
side and look into your own living room. 

It’s a beautiful picture, isn’t it? 

There is no need for that feeling of frustra- 
tion. You are following a charted course “en 
will take you to the destination you had i 
mind when you took the first step in inallien 
a career of painting life, END 











Church 
of the 
Month 


LD PAINT LICK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, Paint Lick, 

Kentucky was organized in 1783 or 1784, by the 

Rev. David Rice, father of Pr esby terianism in the 
State. It stands today as a living testimony of God's 
manifold blessing. ; 

The first building was a crude log meeting house 
with a log school called “The Academy.” The present 
building is the second brick sanctuary, and was erected 
1874. The first, was larger and built in 1823. In the 
early sixties, Paint Lick enjoyed one of the largest con- 
gregations in the State before the churches were di- 
vided. 

During the able leadership of the last three pastors, 
the old church has had a new awakening to meet the 
growing needs for progress. The last year of the Rev. 
Robert A. Wailes’ pastorate, a brick ‘education build- 
ing was added to the rear of the sanctuary. During the 
two and one half years the Rev. Dale H. Ratliff was 
there, the large manse built in 1848, was sold and re- 
placed by a modern brick one in the churchyard. Feb- 
ruary 1953, the church enrolled in the Rural Church 
Development program, sponsored by Emory Univer- 
sity and Sears Roebuck Foundation. 

On August rst, 1953, the Rev. James A. Booth be- 
came the minister. Again, the church enrolled for the 





second consecutive year; stepped up to second place 
among the churches of thirteen Southern states for 
1954, with a cash award of $100. 


The old pipe organ was dismantled, a choir loft built 
and a Hammond organ installed. The sanctuary was 
redecorated and floors refinished; two coats of paint 
went on the roof and outside woodwork. The furnace 
was rebuilt and stoker put in. The church completed 
furnishing its Sunday eal rooms and finished equip- 
ing the kitchen and. dining room. In quick succession: 
second floor of the manse was finished, back porch 
screened and grounds landscaped, making a parking 
lot and drives. All labor, except on erection of build- 
ings, was done by members, and accomplished and 
paid for in nine months. The buildings and organ were 
dedicated last May 30. 


The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
U.S. cited Paint Lick in 1953, as “A Church of Distinc- 
tion,” and the Rev. James A. Booth as “A Minister of 
Distinction.” Citations were received the same year 
from Emory University and the University of Ken- 
tucky in recognition of progress these 91 members, 
working in unison towards a better church, a better 
community and a better world, accomplished. 





CHRISTMAS 





(From page 31) become an ass. Cows 
in their stalls are given the power of 
speech on Christmas Eve. The oc- 
casion is so important that if a man 
steals something and is not caught, he 
can feel safe in stealing for a year. 


WE READ those legends and 
smile. We may say they are pagan. Of 
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course they are the product of a su- 
perstitious people unversed in either 
science or Christianity. But they all 
add up to the belief that some- 
thing significant was attached to the 
birth of Jesus Christ. The unlearned 
couldn’t explain it all, but they tried 
through myth and story. 

While we have thrown out many 
of the beliefs attached to the customs, 
we often retain the fossils. Bringing 


in the evergreen was thought of by 
pagans, and for them it served a re- 
ligious purpose. We use evergreens 
for decoration and forget the religious 
associations. 

Taking Christmas seriously should 
mean putting Christ back into Christ- 
mas. He has too frequently been re- 
placed by Santa Claus, and His good 
will toward all men smacks too often 
of sales which His birthday brings. 
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These children are acting out the rain falling on the house of the man 
who built on the foundation of the “Rock.” And his house did not fall. 






, MEXICO 
> 








A village class 


ERE ARE recent photos of village work being done by our mis- 
sionary, Mrs. Edson Johnson, in Mexico. While the little 
cluster of houses that makes up this village is only about an 

hour’s walk from the state capitol city of Cuernavaca, the conditions 
are primitive. In these snapshots we see straw mats on the dirt floor 


—) A es 


MRS. JOHNSON is seen returning little Beto’s handwork which he 
and the rest of the children made as Mother’s Day gifts for their 
parents. Lettering on the picture says, “Honor your father and 
your mother.” 

@ On teacher's lap is a hymnbook in Spanish. From this the little 
folk will soon know another chorus which they delight in singing. 
It is hard to stop the singing and begin the lesson story. On good 


NOVEMBER, 1954 





for the class to sit on and clothes of simplest design. 


days when the class is held outside the singing announces the 
teacher’s arrival and soon others will come for the weekly 
class. @ Here one of the little girls is doing her handwork. When 
she returns to her home after class she will have something she 
made herself to show her parents. She will also be able to repeat 
to her parents the lesson story that went with her handcraft. The 
parents probably know only vaguely of the Gospel message. 
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World Presbyterian Alliance 


By PAUL B. FREELAND 
Board of World Missions 

















_ = MEETING of the 17th 
General Council of the World Pres- 
byterian Alliance, Princeton, New 
Jersey, July 27-August 5, 1954, was an 
event of great significance, not only 
for the delegates who attended, but 
also for the 65 Presbyterian and Re- 
formed Churches which they repre- 
sented. Such gatherings emphasize the 
world-wide scope of Presbyterianism, 
which has a total of 40 million com- 
municant members in 42 countries, 
one of the largest of the confessional 
groups. 

The Alliance is also the oldest of 
Protestant Confessional groups, hav- 
ing been formed in 1875. Its General 
Council has met periodically since 
that time, the last meeting was in 
Geneva, Switzerland, in 1948, which 
made it possible for delegates also to 
attend the First Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches. The 
same arrangement was made for the 
1954 meeting, in view of the second 
Assembly of the W.C.C. in Evanston, 
Illinois. 


PERHAPS THE MOST note- 
worthy impression of this meeting was 
the sense of Christian fellowship 
which pervaded both the formal dis- 
cussions and the personal contacts af- 
forded. It was a family gathering of 
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those who traced their spiritual 
descent from the New Testament 
through John Calvin and John Knox; 
one in Christ Jesus, one in their 
loyalty to His Church, and undivided 
on any major issue of doctrine or 
polity, yet ready to learn from one 
another as brethren. 

Significant, too, was the presence 
and active participation of delegates 
from the “younger Churches,” na- 
tional Churches which have grown 
out of the mission activities of the 
older Presbyterian Churches of Eu- 
rope and America. To mention only 
a few, there were the Presbyterian 
Churches of The Gold Coast; Bantu, 
South Africa; Ceylon; Korea; For- 
mosa; Mexico; Columbia; Brazil; Por- 
tugal, etc. Surely a new day has 
dawned, and these Christians from 
Asia, Africa, and Latin America will 
play an ever increasing part in the 
councils of the Church, as in the work 
of the Kingdom of Christ. 


THE GENERAL THEME of the 
17th General Council was “The Wit- 
ness of The Reformed Churches in 
the World Today.” In the opening 
address, Dr. John A. Mackay stated 
the essential and focal point of this 
witness, “As regards Jesus Christ, ours 
is the faith of true Christians every- 


where, that in Christ God became 
manifest in the flesh. The Christian 
Gospel is good news of an incarnation 
of Deity, of a perfect human life, of 
an atoning sacrifice for sin, of a risen 
Lord who ascended to the right hand 
of power to become the Head of a 
community called the Church, to be 
the Ruler of history, who also shall 
come again to inaugurate His King- 
dom.” 

“In other words, the Reformed 
Churches witness to a redeeming and 
risen Lord, as He is revealed in Scrip- 
ture. Again and again during the ses- 
sions stress was laid on two important 
factors which bear on the formulation 
and carrying out of this witness in 
the ministries and programs of the 
Churches, that they be in accordance 
with the Word of God, and that 
what is done be in obedience of Christ. 


WHAt aABour “the world 
today”? It can certainly be said that 
this meeting was not one which ig- 
nored the dark clouds which hang 
over the world, nor of the fears which 
grip the hearts of many. Yet, in spite 
of these, the Alliance in its official 
Message to the Churches, said “The 
sharpest challenge to us as Christians 
is so to live and teach our faith that 
no one shall be turned away from the 
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Christian hope by our sinful failure; 
so to witness that men may see in 
Christ the only real hope for man- 
kind, the one effectual remedy for 
all their fears. 

“For any hope but that which is in 
Him will finally succumb before life’s 
limitations and tragedies, or break on 
the rock of God’s eternal justice . 
Love all men, even your enemies, 
knowing that they too are called to 
become children in God’s family. 
Strive to break down racial barriers, 
to promote understanding between 
classes and people, to provide an op- 
portunity for every man to share in 
the world’s wealth and to earn a 
livelihood for himself and his family.” 


THE BASIC WoRK of the 
General Council was done by five 
study sections, each of which made 
reports to the whole Assembly, which, 
after discussion and changes, were 
adopted. It will be of interest to those 
who did not attend to learn something 
of the mechanics of these meetings. 
The three official languages were 
French, German, and English, all re- 
ports and addresses were available in 
mimeograph form, after hard work 
on the part of the secretarial staff, 
in all three languages. Simultaneous 
translating equipment, similar to that 
used by the United Nations, was made 
available, free of charge, by the Inter- 
national Business Machines Corpora- 
tion. By this means all oral speeches 
and discussions could be heard in each 
of the languages. 
The five study sections concerned 
themselves with one each of the fol- 
lowing subthemes: 


I. The Reformed Churches and 
the Ecumenical Movement 

Il. The Outreach of the Church 
(Evangelism, Missions, Educa- 
tion, Culture) 

Ill. The Several Ministries in the 
Church 

IV. The Church’s Freedom and 
Respons‘bility in Relation to 
the State and Society 

V. Renewal of the Church’s Inner 
Life—Personal and Corporate 


UNDERLYING a great deal of 
the thinking of the delegates was the 
earnest desire for Presbyterians to 
have part in and share the privileges 
and _ responsibilities of the World 
Council of Churches. Most of the 
member Churches of the Alliance are 
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Four million in Germany 
see Martin Luther film 


HANNOVER, GERMANY—More than 
four million movie-goers in West 
Germany have seen the American 
movie, “Martin Luther,” which was 
given its European premiere here 
early in March. 

The film has been shown in 500 
cinemas throughout the country and 
another 500 have made firm bookings. 

The movie was produced by Lu- 
theran Church Productions, Inc., a 
nonprofit corporation formed in 1951 
by six Lutheran bodies in the U.S.- 
National Lutheran Council, American 
Lutheran Church, Augustana Lutheran 
Church, Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, 
and United Lutheran Church in 
America. 





also members of the W.C.C., 
few are not. 

“Calvin’s doctrine that the true 
Church exists ‘wherever we find the 
word of God purely preached and 
heard, and the sacraments adminis- 
tered according to the institution 
of Christ,’ enables the Reformed 
Churches to stand at the center of the 
ecumenical movement. Despite the 
misunderstandings and divisions which 
still separate Christians from one an- 
other, there is a deep stirring among 
Churches and Christian groups to 
surmount these barriers and to express 
the unity of the community of be- 
lievers in accordance with the mind 
and will of Jesus Christ, the Head of 
the Church which is His Body. We 
believe that this deep stirring toward 
the unity of the Churches is of God, 
not of men, a sign of the work of the 
Holy Spirit. The Reformed Churches 
throughout the world have taken an 
active part in this movement and 
gladly and gratefully welcome every 
manifestation of ecumenical concern 
and co-operation.” 


but a 


AMONG THE IMPORTANT 
actions of the Alliarice was the crea- 
tion of the Department of Women’s 
Work, the function of which shall be 
“to study ways by which women may 
more effectively serve their Church 


and the World Presbyterian Alliance, 
and to foster a closer fellowship 
among women in the Reformed 
Churches of the world.” Women rep- 
resentatives chosen by the member 
Churches will be corresponding but 
not voting members of the Alliance. 

Great interest was shown in plans 
for the restoration of the ancient “Cal- 
vin Auditorium” in Geneva, Switzer- 
land, as headquarters for the Alliance, 
a place of worship, and a Reforma- 
tion memorial. It was agreed that this 
should be done, and that funds to the 
amount of $125,000 be sought for the 
purpose. The Presbyterian, U.S, dele- 
gation accepted a goal of $15,000, to 
be raised by private solicitation, and 
Dr. Warner L. Hall, Charlotte, North 
Carolina, was named chairman and 
treasurer for our Church. 


DR. JOHN A. MACKAY Was 
elected the new president of the Al- 
liance, with five vice-presidents from 
the following areas: North America, 
Europe, Latin America, Australasia, 
Asia and Africa. The old terms “East- 
ern Section” and “Western Section” 
were discarded in favor of the various 
areas named above. Dr. Ralph W. 
Lloyd continues as the North Ameri- 
can secretary and Rev. Marcel Prader- 
vand as the European secretary and 
general secretary of the Alliance. The 
Executive Committee, made up of fif- 
teen outstanding Church leaders from 
all parts of the world, includes Dr. 
James I. McCord, of Austin Theo- 
logical Seminary, as the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., representative on this 
Committee. 

The delegation from the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S., was made up 
of seventeen official delegates, three 
women corresponding members, and 
four youth corresponding members. 
This was the second largest delega- 
tion to the Alliance, the largest be- 
ing the Presbyterian, U.S.A., with 
some 49 members. Meeting with their 
brethren from Scotland, France, Ger- 
many, Greece, and other areas of Eu- 
rope, Asia, Africa, and the isles of the 
seas, the impression was borne deep 
that each has much to learn from the 
other, that the ties which bind us in 
Christ are strong, and that individu- 
ally and corporately there must be a 
constant renewal of the inner life in 
order that the witness which we bear 
to Christ, the only Hope of the 
World, may be ever increasingly ef- 
fective. END 
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Happy Birthday 


DECEMBER 


1—Mrs. C. R. Stegall, Africa (Retired)* 
2—Dr. Frank A. Brown, Jr., Japan 
3—Mrs. J. M. Blain, China (Retired) * 
3—Miss Gertrude Mason, Brazil 
4—Rev. Frank A. Brown, Sr., China (Re- 
tired) * 
4—Rev. W. M. Thompson, Brazil (Re- 
tired )* 
4—Rev. Dwight Linton, Korea 
5—NMiss Jessie D. Hall, China (Retired) * 
6—Mr. John M. Stout, Brazil 
6—Mrs. John Viser, Brazil 
6—Rev. Homer A. Spencer, Mexico 
7—Dr. R. T. Shields, China (Retired) * 
7—Mrs. John K. Miller, Africa* 
7—Mr. Garland Goodrum, Africa 
8—Mrs. T. K. Morrison, Africa 
8—Mrs. Ovid B. Bush, Jr., Japan 
g—Rev. H. E. Pressly, Mexico 
g—Mr. Robert Henry Wilson, Africa 
10—Mrs. Glenn W. Murray, Africa 
12—Mrs. A. A. Talbot, China* 
14—Mrs. David J. Hopkins, Brazil 
15—Miss Frances Stribling, China (Formosa) 
19—Rev. Joseph H. Spooner, Africa 
19—Mrs. L. J. Coppedge, Mexico (Retired) * 
21—Mr. Jule Spach, Brazil 
21—Miss Florence E. Root, Korea 
22—Rev. Frank F. Baker, Brazii 
22—Mrs. J. Hervey Ross, Mexico* 
23—Rev. Arch B. Taylor, Jr., Japan 
23—Mr. John Franklin Watt, Africa 
24—Mrs. Robert Knox, Korea (Retired) * 
25—Mrs. H. Maxcy Smith, China (Retired) * 
25—Miss Rena Nanette Fulson, Africa 
25—Dr. L. J. Coppedge, Mexico (Retired) * 
26—Mr. William F. Stockwell, Africa* 
26—Miss Ada McMurphy, Korea 
26—Rev. Thomas W. Foley, Brazil 
26—Mr. Benjamin Kelly, Jr., Africa 
26—Miss Mary Doris Moore, Africa 


December 27—Mrs. A. A. McFadyen, China (Retired) * 
December 30—Rev. J. V. N. Talmage, Korea 
December 30—Mrs. Donnell McCall, Japan 

December 31:—Miss Emily Winn, Korea (Retired) * 


January 
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January 
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January 
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January 
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January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
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January 
January 
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January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 


January 


JANUARY 


1—Miss Charlotte A. Taylor, Brazil* 
1—Rev. A. C. McKinnon, Africa (Retired)* 
1—Miss Margaret Pritchard, Korea 
2—Miss Ruth Buckland, Japan* 
2—Rev. Jack Brown Scott, Korea 
3—Miss Mary Juanita Connell, Japan 
4—Rev. W. Frank McElroy, Sr., Africa 
4—Miss Vivian Hodges, Brazil 
5—Mrs. A. C. McKinnon, Africa (Retired)* 
6—Mrs. William A. Linton, Korea 
7—Mrs. Hugh M. Linton, Korea 
8—Mrs. L. I. Moffett, China (Retired) * 
8—Rev. O. F. Yates, China (Retired) * 
8—Rev. Harold Borchert, Japan 
10o—Rev. Earl S. King, Sr., Africa* 
10—Rev. William G. Neville, Brazil 
10— Rev. Earl S. King, Jr., Africa 
11—Mrs. J. W. Moore, Japan (Retired) * 
11—Dr. R. M. Wilson, Korea (Retired) * 
11—Mrs. Robt. Wm. Reinhold, Africa 
12—Mrs. Chas. R. Butler, Jr., Brazil 
13—Rev. John Somerville, Korea 
14—Mrs. W. A. Mcllwaine, Japan 
14—Miss Emily H. Boehler, Africa 
15—Mrs. J. F. Preston, Korea (Retired) * 
15—Mrs. George H. Hurst, Brazil* 
15—Mrs. Arch B. Taylor, Jr., Japan 
16—Dr. Henry S. Nelson, Africa 
16—Mr. John C. Pritchard, Africa 
18—Mr. Rob Roy Robertson, Africa 
19—Mrs. C. Rogers McLane, Brazil 
20—Miss Shirley McRee, Africa 
20—Rev. H. W. McCutchan, China (Retired)* 


January 21—Rev. C. R. Stegall, Africa (Retired) * 


January 
January 


21—Mr. J. H. Wheelock, Brazil* 
21—Mrs. L. C. M. Smythe, Japan 
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January 22—Miss Jacqueline Muris, Africa 

January 24—Mrs. L. G. Calhoun, Brazil 

January 24—Mrs. W. Frank McElroy, Jr., Africa 
January 25—Mr. Howard B. Smith, Jr., (Korea) (Now 


in army in Japan) 


January 26—Rev. John Butler Wood, Mexico 
January 26—Miss Marguerite Mizell, China (Formosa) 
January 26—Mrs. Keith R. Crim, Korea 

January 26—Rev. James T. Magruder, Japan 

January 29—Miss Mary Kathryn McBee, Mexico 
January 30—Miss Alice Longenecker, Africa 


February 
February 
February 


February 
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February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 


FEBRUARY 


1—Miss Lena Fontaine, Korea 
3—Mrs. J. C. Crane, Korea (Retired) * 
3—Rev. Edward E. Lane, Brazil (Retired. 
Address: Campinas Caixa 7, Sao Paulo, 
Brazil) 
3—Rev. H. L. Ross, Mexico (Retired. Ad- 
dress: Coatepec, Mexico) 
3—Mrs. Jas. I. Paisley, Korea 
4—Dr. J. Tinsley Smith, Jr., Africa 
4—Mr. Kenneth Shaver, Brazil* 
5—Miss Ida McL. Black, Africa (Retired)* 
7—Dr. John Knox Miller, Africa* 
8—Rev. William A. Linton, Korea 
8—Mrs. James B. Woods, Sr., China (Re- 
tired )* 
g—Rev. W. H. Hudson, China (Retired)* 
9—Miss Janet Talmage, Korea 
10—Rev. Lacy I. Moffett, China (Retired) * 
11—Mrs. John Barksdale, Japan* 
11—Rev. Donnell McCall, Japan 
12—Miss Ruth Worth, Africa 
12—Mr. Wm. L. Brandt, Brazil 
13—Mrs. John Sharp Vass, Africa 
13—Rev. J. R. Woodson, Brazil 
13—Miss Florence Virginia Lewis, Africa 
13—Miss Mary B. Crawford, Africa 
14—Rev. H. M. Washburn, Africa (Retired)* 
17—Dr. Robert R. King, Africa* 
19—Miss Nancy Boyd, Brazil 
19—Miss Elizabeth Shefelton, Africa 
20—Mrs. S. M. Erickson, Japan (Retired )* 
21—Mrs. E. H. Hamilton, Japan 
21—Rev. L. O. McCutchen, Korea (Retired) * 
21—Mrs. M. P. Young, China (Retired) * 
21—Rev. John Barksdale, Japan* 
21—Mrs. Eric Bolton, Africa 
21—Rev. John N. Coffin, Jr., Africa 
22—Mrs. Lacy L. Little, China (Retired) * 
22—Rev. Hugh M. Linton, Korea 
22—Rev. Harold L. Thomas, Mexico 
24—Mrs. A. Hoyt Miller, Africa 
25—Rev. J. C. Crane, Korea 
25—Rev. John G. Viser, Brazil 
25—Mrs. Edson Johnson, Jr., Mexico 
26—Rev. A. L. Davis, Brazil 
26—Rev. C. H. Smith, China (Retired) * 
28—Miss Virginia Allen, Africa 
28—Rev. Ernest W. Pettis, Jr., Korea 
29—Mrs. William Rule, III, Africa 


The missionaries who are starred should be ad- 
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@ ONE FINDS that old-time legends have a modern-day appeal 
in the attractive cards, most of them of a religious nature. Pictured 
here are two “legend cards” published by the Boston firm, Rust 
Craft Greeting Cards. @ AN ENCHANTING old-world custom, 
newly adopted this year in America can serve to deepen a 
youngster’s appreciation for the meaning of Christmas, besides 
providing a month’s solid amusement in advance of Santa’s visit. 

The custom is the opening of one of the tiny doors in an 
Advent card, or calendar, on each of the 24 days preceding 
Christmas. The cards tell the Nativity story, a fairy tale, Yule 
customs around the world and other age-old favorites by means 
of miniature pictures or sayings revealed behind each door. 

Made available by an American firm for the first time this 
Christmas, Advent cards probably had their origin in the Bavarian 
section of Germany during the last century. Now, Hallmark Cards 
has added ten colorful and fanciful Advent cards to the host of 
others published by the Kansas City firm for the 1954 season. 





dressed: Educational Department, Box 330, Nashville 1, 
Tennessee. Since mail will be forwarded please use first 
class postage. 

A birthday card, unsealed and with signature only, 
may be sent for two cents. Letters addressed to Africa, 
China, Japan, Korea, and Brazil require eight (8) cents 
for the first ounce, and four (4) cents for each addi- 
tional ounce or fraction of an ounce. Air mail letters 
can be sent to Africa, China, Japan and Korea at the 
rate of twenty-five (25) cents per half ounce; however, 
air mail folders may be obtained at the post office for 
ten (10) cents. Air mail letters to Brazil are ten (10) 
cents per half ounce. 

Letters to Mexico are subject to the same postage 
rates and conditions which would apply to them if they 
were addressed for delivery in the United States. 











WITH AUTHENTIC PROPS 


Marietta 


NY visitors who chanced to step into the First 

Presbyterian Church of Marietta, Georgia, on 

a certain Sunday recently—not knowing in 
advance what was transpiring ‘there—surely must 
have received a shock. For there right in front of 
their eyes were flesh and blood people walking 
around in 1850 clothes, against backgrounds likewise 
reminiscent of that era. 

Soon, of course, the visitors would have been in- 
formed that they were not dreaming, but witnessing 
the highly colorful and dramatic pageant with w hich 
First Church was observing the one hundredth anni- 
versary of its occupancy “of the church building. 
The series of tableaux graphically depicted scenes 
from the hundred-year history of First Church. 

There before your very eyes you could see the 

first wedding that took place at First Church, way 
back in 1854. The minister and the father of the 
bride were surely elegant, in their sideburns which 
resembled some creation of the Fuller Brush Com- 
pany. Then came the tableaux depicting the very 
first christening to take place at the church. All 
costumes were authentic. 

First Church served as a Union hospital in the 
War Between the States, and this part of the history 





















Church observes its centennial 





was represented in still another scene. Even the old 
organ was the real McCoy, in the 1890's tableaux of 
the early-day choir, wherein the gentlemen strained 
their notes through generous moustaches. 

And typical of ‘the day was the deacon passing the 
collection basket, attached to a long handle that also 


could rouse a member from a snooze. 


THE FIRST MINISTER let his wife 
carry the carpetbag . . . or was 
that merely her purse? 
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Churches voice sentiments on the 
Assembly’s antisegregation stand 


Alabama 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA.—Delegates to the 
Alabama Synod of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S. rejected at their 
meeting here a resolution asserting it 
is “essential” that all discrimination 
with regard to race be removed within 
the synod. 

The resolution was proposed by the 
synod’s permanent committee on 
Christian relations. It failed of passage 
by a narrow margin. The delegates 
subsequently voted to refer the ques- 
tion to the General Assembly. 


Mississippi 

JACKSON, Miss.—Elders of First 
Presbyterian Church here have balked 
at the recommendation by the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S. that segregation 
be ended in the denomination’s 
churches. 

Instead the elders, holding that 
“segregation of the races is not dis- 
crimination,” voted unanimously to 
continue the congregation’s “tradi- 
tional policy and puactice of distinct 
separation of the races.” 

In a statement explaining their ac- 
tion, the elders said that the General 
Assembly, although admitting it had 
no power to direct such action, 
“nevertheless did, over the objection 
and protest of a large minority, make 
declarations so phrased as to convey 
the erroneous impression that those 
voting therefore spoke the sentiment 
of the 756,000 Presbyterians of the 
South.” 

“These pronouncements so violate 
the traditions of the Southern Presby- 
terian Church and so seriously threaten 
the peace and purity of the Church,” 
the statement said, “that they must 
not go unanswered.” 


South Carolina 


CLINTON, s. c.—The Presbyterian 
Synod of South Carolina voted at its 
1ogth annual meeting here to con- 
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tinue segregation in its institutions “at 
this time.” 

The motion, adopted by a large ma- 
jority of the 225 ministers and lay 
leaders attending, read: 


“It is the sense of the Synod of 
South Carolina that it is in the best 
interests of harmonious relations be- 
tween the white and Negro races in 
this section at this time that the pres- 
ent enrollment policies in the institu- 
tions under the control and support 
of the Synod be continued.” 

The institutions in which the Synod 
has a controlling interest are Presby- 
terian College and Thornwell Or- 
phanage at Clinton; Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary in Decatur, Ga., and 
Queens College at Charlotte, N. C. 


Virginia 

STAUNTON, vA.—An end to segrega- 
tion in churches was urged by the 
Presbyterian Synod of Virginia in ses- 
sion here. 

Calling for membership in local 
churches “without reference to race,” 
a report adopted by the synod held 
that “enforced segregation of the races 
is discrimination which is out of har- 
mony with Christian theology and 
ethics . . . the church in its relation- 
ship to cultural patterns should lead, 
rather than follow.” 





SURVEY 
WEEK 


Nov. 6-13 


Help put your church in the 


“100 percenters” class. .. . 

















Mr. Garrison takes 
Winston-Salem post 


Rev. P. J. Garrison, Jr., assistant 
stated clerk and assistant treasurer of 
the General Assembly, has accepted a 
call to become secretary of Church 
Extension for Winston-Salem Pres- 
bytery. Mr. Garrison’s resignation 
from the Office of the General As- 
sembly was effctive October 15. 

Mr. Garrison has been assistant 
stated clerk since 1948. During this 
period, at the direction of the General 
Assembly, he wrote and published 
Presbyterian Policy and Procedures, 
a Study of the Government of the 
Presbyterian Church, US. 

Mr. Garrison had been serving as 
stated supply fer Kirkwood Presby- 
terian Church, Atlanta. Under his 
leadership since September of 1952, the 
Kirkwood Church has been revitalized, 
and on September 19 moved into a 
new $120,000 education building in a 
new location. 

Before coming into the work from 
which he has just resigned, Mr, Gar- 
rison served churches in Elizaville, 
Argo, Phelps, Shepherdsville, and 
Munfordville, Ky. He was pastor of 
the George W. Lee Memorial Church 
in Winston-Salem from 1940-45, and 
superintendent of home missions for 
Holston Presbytery in Tennessee. In 
1947 he organized and was first pas- 
tor of the Memorial Church, Eliza- 
bethton, Tenn. He was also stated 
clerk and treasurer of Ebenezer Pres- 
bytery, Louisville Presbytery, and 
Winston-Salem Presbytery. 
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Florida Divides St. Johns 
into three new presbyteries 


St. Johns Presbytery in Florida— 
until now the largest in the General 
Assembly—has been divided into 
three new presbyteries. The action, 
long under consideration, was taken 
at the 63rd annual meeting of Synod, 
at Riverside Church in Jacksonville. 
This brings the total number of pres- 
byteries to 86. 

The three new presbyteries, with 
counties they include, are as follows: 


ST. JOHNS PRESBYTERY to include 
Flagler, Volusta, Lake, Sumter, Semi- 
nole, Orange, Brevard, Osceola, High- 
lands, Okeechobee and Indian River 
counties. 

The Second Presbytery with the 
possible name of “Tampa BAY” will in- 
clude the counties of: Citrus, Her- 
nando, Pasco, Pinellas, Hillsborough, 
Manatee, Hardee, Polk, Sarasota, De- 
Soto, Lee and Charlotte. 

The Third Presbytery to be termed 
“GULF STREAM” includes the counties 
of: St. Lucie, Martin, Glades, Hendry, 
Palm Beach, Broward, Collier, Dade 
and Monroe, comprising the southern 
one-third of the State of Florida. 

The Synod of Florida directed the 
raising of $150,000 for purchase of a 
property for a Presbyterian Home 
for the Aged, and voted a total be- 
nevolent budget of $515,000. 

The Synod elected Rev. John B. 
Dickson, pastor of First Presbyterian 
Church, Tampa, as its moderator. Rev. 
Walter B. Passighlia, pastor of the 
Ybor City Presbyterian Church of 
Tampa, was elected vice-moderator 
and will become moderator nominee 
for the 64th Annual Synod of Florida 
to be held next year at First Church, 
Orlando. 

Rev. Russell F. Johnson of the 
Springfield Church, Jacksonville, 
serves as clerk. Permanent clerk is 
Rev. Stewart H. Long of Palmetto, 
and publicity clerk, Rev. Arthur W. 
Rideout, pastor of First Church of 
Bradenton. 
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Inspirational speaker for the Synod 
was Dr. William M. Elliott, Jr., pas- 
tor of Highland Park Presbyterian 
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Church, Dallas. 

The proposed division of St. Johns 
Presbytery will be carried out by a 
commission of Synod and it is ex- 
pected that the division will be com- 
pleted by January 1955. 

Rev. James W. Marshall of en 
City, Florida, protested to Synod 


(See page 62) 
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Dr. Boggs surprised that churches 
put off entering insurance program 


ATLANTA, GA. (PN)—Fewer than 35 
per cent of the workers of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S., are protected 
by low-cost life insurance now avail- 
able through their Church. And barely 
22 per cent of the lay and ministerial 
servants of the Church are protected 
by similar low-cost hospitalization in- 
surance, also made available by the 
Church’s Board of Annuities and Re- 
lief. 

These figures were brought home 
at the three regional meetings of offi- 
cially appointed representatives for 
Annuities and Relief Committees con- 
vened in Montreat, Dallas, and Mem- 
phis. The representatives included a 
chairman and key layman from all 
presbyteries. Dr. Wade H. Boggs, un- 
til recently executive secretary of the 
Board, and now moderator of the 
General Assembly, pointed out these 
figures to the chairman in the course 
of sessions which briefed them on all 
phases of the work of his Board. 
Working with him at the conferences 
were representatives of the Home Life 
Insurance Co., which underwrites the 
Church program. 

The life insurance plan offered to 
all employes of the Church has been 
in force for two years, yet only 1711 
of the potential total of approximately 
5,000 employes have been placed 
under the plan. And although the hos- 
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pitalization offered has been in force 
for a year, only 1119 of the 5,000 have 
been given the protection offered, 
Dr. Boggs explained. 

The executive secretary expressed 
some surprise that this was so, since 
“The need has been demonstrated, 
the people are worthy, and it is the 
cheapest way for our churches and 
agencies to meet costs which cannot 
indefinitely be avoided.” 

American business management has 
long recognized that the responsibility 
for the unexpected illness or death 
constitutes a moral obligation in its 
dealings with its workers. 

“Group insurance is the cheapest 
way of meeting these inevitable claims 
that do so much to disturb the effi- 
ciency and the peace of mind of em- 
ployed personnel,’ Dr. Boggs de- 
clared. “Someone has to pay the bill 
whenever an illness or death occurs. 
Group insurance discounts these bills 
by paying them before they happen.” 

To date, the records of the Board 
of Annuities and Relief show that 25 
death claims, totaling $54,000 have 
been paid by the plan, which offers 
ministerial personnel of the Church 
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MISS GLEN RAE HANEMAN, mem- 
ber of Canal Street Presbyterian Church, 
New Orleans, sailed for England in mid- 
September, as winner of a Fulbright 
scholarship for a full year’s academic 
study abroad. She will be located at the 
Shakespeare Institute Stratford-upon- 
Avon, a part of the University of Bir- 
mingham. 

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. D. R. 
Haneman (he is a deacon at Canal Street 
Presbyterian Church), she was graduated 
with honors from Newcomb College in 
the Spring, the first graduate to maintain 
a straight A average over a four-year 
period. 





$4000 insurance, and the lay personnel 
$2000. 

“In several cases,” Dr. Boggs re- 
lated, “this insurance, in force for 
only a few months, constituted the 
entire insurance estate of the minister 
who died. Without it, the situation of 
the widow and family would have 
been desperate indeed. 

“T think,” he continued, “that noth- 
ing could more clearly demonstrate 
that the ideal approach to this pro- 
gram by the local church is to regard 
it as an oportunity to show apprecia- 
tion of those who serve.” 

The hospitalization insurance, which 
offers liberal benefits on a par with 
the best available plans, has paid 146 
claims, totaling $14,852. 

Both types of insurance are avail- 
able to any church’s personnel, and 
may be paid by the church for its 
employees (or by the employees them- 
selves). In order to keep costs as low 
as possible, the plan requires that all 
employees of a church or agency must 
be covered before any one of them 
may be placed under the benefits of 
the plan. 

Establishment of the life insurance 
plan was approved by th 1952 Gen- 
eral Assembly, and the hospitalization 
plan by the 1953 General Assembly. 
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Names in the news 


The accredited Primary school of 
Riverside Presbyterian Church, at 
Jacksonville, Florida, began its seventh 
year of operation last month with the 
addition of the second grade, it was 
announced by J. BEATTY WILLIAMS sR., 
chairman of the church board of edu- 
cation. 

REV. ALEXANDER WILLIAM HUNTER is 
new pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church, New Orleans, Louisiana, 
coming from Macon Road Church in 
Memphis. 

BARBARA NAPIER has been named 
director of Christian Education at 
First Presbyterian Church at Lubbock, 
Texas. She formerly was at West- 
minster Presbyterian Church in Nash- 
ville. 

MRS. NELSON ABERCROMBIE has been 
installed as new president of the 
Alabama Music Teachers Association. 
She is a widely-known Birmingham 
teacher, having her own studios. She 
is director of music at Woodlawn 
Presbyterian Church. 

DR. EDGAR DAVIS KERR, 72, formerly 
a Columbia Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary faculty member, died un- 
expectedly September 2 in Newberry, 
South Carolina. 


Montreat gets new publicist 


William A. Boram, former director 
of publications for the West Virginia 
Industrial and Publicity Commission, 
has been named director of public 
relations at Montreat. 
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ORDINATION SERVICE for Dallas’ newest church took 
place recently at Hope Presbyterian Church. Officers being 
ordained as pictured above are: James Fred Miller, deacon; 
Willie Beck, elder; William I. Caldwell, elder; and Thomas 
H. Hogg, deacon. Shown participating in the service are: Rev. 


Thomas W. Currie, Mr. George Allen, Mr. J. J. McConnell, 





WELL-EARNED KUN—When the Presbyterian young people of Barnwell and Willis- 
ton, S.C., decided they wanted to go to a camp at Montreat, N.C., for a week, they did 
something about it. Under PYF President Joel Patrick’s leadership they offered their 
services for washing cars and windows, mowing lawns and baby-sitting. Their churches 
helped out by providing a part of the money to cover conference expense, but the 
youths earned more than half the total needed, plus enough to take with them Episco- 
palian and Methodist youths who take part in the Youth Fellowship. 

The combined PYF of Barnwell and Williston were photographed at the Williston 
Church prior to their departure. Seated left to right are: Deoma Stewart, Peggy Troutt, 
counselor; Pegilee Price, Carolyn Turner, Bob Smith, and Robert Scoville. Front row 
standing: The Rev. Sterling Edwards, Lorraine Ayer, Sandy Seaman, Fay Holland, 
Jimmy Maxon, Perry Hartley, counselor, Georgia Baxter Kennedy, George Brannon 
and John Q. Martin. Second row, Mrs. Gordon Watts, counselor, Mrs. M. F. Maxon, 
counselor, Joel Patrick, Herschel Allen, counselor and ministerial student working with 
Mr. Edwards during the summer, Wythe Powell, Miss Sunny May, and Bebo Flynn. 
Back row, Maxine Clay, Madeline McNair, Pat Gibson, Robbin Watts, counselor 
J. B. Caldwell, Barry Dykes, Mikell Harper, Boyce Caldwell, Wade Caldwell, and 
Denny Dykes. 


MCDONALD PHOTO SERVICE 





R. Smith, Mr. Thomas Kirkland, and Mr. D. D. Fox. @ REV. 
H. KERR TAYLOR, chairman of the Commission on the 
Minister and His Work, having approved the call of the con- 
gregation of Hope Church on behalf of the Presbytery of 
Dallas, places same in the hands of Rev. Wilson Duke 
Richardson. The latter is shown accepting the call. 


Jr., Rev. J. M. Gettys, Mr. James P. Anderson, Rev. John 
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Dallas Jaycees 


boost Sunday schools 


HEELS ARE HUMMING in Dallas these days as Jaycees (members of 
W tre Dallas Junior Chamber of Commerce) prepare to sponsor for 

the second year their remarkable and highly effective project— 
SUNDAY SCHOOL EMPHASIS MONTH. And right in the big middle of it all are 
a number of local Presbyterians; the Jaycee director of Religious Activities 
is Ted Jones, member at Highland Park Church (its 4276 members make it 
biggest in the Assembly) and the organization’s dynamic president is 
George Wilhite of City Temple Church (USA Presbyterian). 

Nothing has been left to chance or haphazard management as the 
project has moved along. Letters explaining the program have gone to 
every Dallas church. Posters, newspapers, radio, and all other imaginable 
media have been recruited to promote the project. Free circus tickets have 
been made available to thousands of youngsters who will qualify under the 
rules of the program: Regular attendance at Sunday school being the 
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THOUSANDS of children jammed the auditorium 
for the giant indoor circus, their reward for good 
citizenship, including attending Sunday school 
regularly. 


The Survey orchid of the 
month goes to the Dallas 
Junior Chamber of 
Commerce for this 
highly commendable 
religious activity. The 
Survey hopes Jaycees in 
other cities will “go and 
do likewise.” 


PRESBYTERIANS were leaders in the successful 
project, photo showing George Wilhite of City 
Temple Presbyterian Church, Frank Phillips and 
Ted Jones of Highland Park Church, and Beau 
Bell of First Presbyterian Church, 





principal requirement. And the Mayor has proclaimed January as Sunday 
School Emphasis Month. 
Said the Proclamation, in part: 

“WHEREAS, the campaign to promote regular attendance at our Sun- 
day schools and Bible classes is an effort in which every citizen can 
and should take a direct interest for the benefit of the boys and girls 
and for the future of our community as a whole. .. .” 


Last year every performance of the circus was opened with an invoca- 
tion! Letters poured into the Jaycee office from every source, lauding the 
project and expressing delight that this group of young businessmen of 
Dallas would be so aware of the fact that as goes the Church so goes 
civilization. Most of all, point out Dallas ministers, the project stands as 
evidence of what a consecrated group of men can do if they heed the call 
of God to let their lights so shine in their own communities. 
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ATLANTA, GA. (PN)—An_ official 
statement of both pro and con argu- 
ments on the question of union of 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S., with 
United and U.S.A. Presbyterian 
Churches has been distributed. 

Containing a “General Statement 
Concerning the Issues Involved,” on 
which both those who favor union 
and those who oppose it agree, the 
forty-page pamphlet devotes the ma- 
jority of its space to reasons why the 
proposed Plan of Union should or 
should not be approved by the Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S. 

Pamphlet was distributed initially, 
as to ministers, elders, and presidents 
of Women of the Church organiza- 
tions. It is available, on order from 
the Office of the General Assembly 
in the Presbyterian Center, for all 
church members desiring to study the 
proposed Plan of Union. 

A special committee, authorized by 
the 1954 General Assembly of the 
Church and appointed by Moderator 
Wade H. Boggs of Atlanta, completed 
the official statement of points in- 
volved in the discussion of union. 
Two men each from those favoring 
and those opposing union were named 
to prepare the statement. The 84 pres- 
byteries of the Church are voting on 
the plan, sent down by the General 
Assembly. Three-fourths must ap- 
prove the plan for it to become effec- 
tive. 

Chairman of the committee which 
prepared the pamphlet is Dr. Frank 
H. Caldwell, president of Louisville 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary; 
secretary is Dr. John R. Richardson, 
pastor of the Westminster Presby- 
terian Church, Atlanta. Other mem- 
bers are Dr. Guy T. Gillespie, retired 
former president of Belhaven College 
of Jackson, Mississippi, and Dr. James 
A. Jones, pastor of the Myers Park 
Church of Charlotte, N. C. 

The three main issues in the debate, 
as agreed upon by committee mem- 
bers are set forth as: 

“1. Is organic union among denomi- 
nations vitally important to the reali- 
zation and manifestation of that ‘one- 
ness of believers in Christ,’ or to that 


§2 


Presbyteries vote soon on 
Pro and Con of Church Union 


unity of life and work which the 
Scriptures set forth?” 

“2, Is the proposed Plan of Union a 
satisfactory basis for union?” 

“3. Are there other factors in the 
history, programs, status, policies, and 
atitudes of the three churches which 
would render union advisable or in- 
advisable?” 

A brief statement of the position of 
both parties to the debate is given 
following each of these main issues. 
A general discussion of these issues is 
presented by the proponents, and then 
by the opponents of union. These are 
clearly marked as the work of pro 
and con “sub-committees,” and the 
committee as a whole states: 

“In the nature of the case the Com- 
mittee as a whole assumes no responsi- 





SPEAK, LORD! 


Is truth acquired 

By what’s desired? ; 
Or should The Word 
Be heard? 


bility for the contents of either discus- 
sion. The members of each ‘sub-com- 
mittee,’ which names are appended to 
the two statements respectively, as- 
sume responsibility for the affirma- 
tions which they believe to be factual 
and for all inferences and conclusions 
which are deduced therefrom.” 


The pro-union discussion is pre- 
sented under the heading “Reasons 
Why the Presbyterian Church of the 
United States Should Be Established 
and the Proposed Plan of Union 
Adopted.” The discussion follows the 
three main issues, presenting them as 
arguments in the following forms: 

“TI. Because the Plan of Union is an 
excellent plan.” 

“II. Because there are factors in the 
history, program, status, policies and 
attitudes of the three churches which 
demonstrate such a congeniality of 
life and work as to be an effective 
basis for union.” 

“III. Because the will of God seems 





to urge that the unity among brethren 
sharing common faith and govern- 
ment shall be declared by union.” 


The anti-union arguments are 
presented under the heading “Rea- 
sons Why the Southern Presbyterian 
Church Should Be Preserved and the 
Proposed Plan of Union Should Be 
Rejected.” This discussion is briefly 
summarized in four basic proposi- 
tions: 

“I, The Southern Presbyterian 
Church has an inspiring history, a dis- 
tinctive and important mission, and is 
functioning at a high level of effi- 
ciency. 

“II. The reasons offered in support 
of organic union are either not rele- 
vant, or are not sufficient to justify 
the liquidation of the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church. 

“TII. Certain objectionable features 
in the proposed Plan of Union render 
it unacceptable to many Southern 
Presbyterians. 

“IV. Other considerations apart 
from the Plan itself make the pro- 
posed union inadvisable.” 

Dr. Caldwell and Dr. Jones pre- 
pared the pro-union statement. Dr. 
Gillespie and Dr. Richardson pre- 
pared the anti-union statement. All 
four signed a conclusion to the pam- 
phlet, stating: 

“These discussions are submitted in 
the hope and with the prayer that 
they may not tend to confuse, but to 
clarify the issues, and that they may 
lead to conclusions which will be in 
accord with the will of God, and 
may promote the peace and purity of 
the Church.” 2 ses 

The careful and concise presenta- 
tion of arguments on both sides of the 
debate is prefaced by a letter from 
Moderator Boggs, commending “the 
results of their labors to careful and 
prayerful reading by the officers and 
members of our churches.” Dr. Boggs 
declares: “It is highly important to 
see the issues clearly before reaching 
a decision concerning them. This 
pamphlet is a clear-cut statement of 
the pros and cons confronting the 
Church at the present time.” END 
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(From page 35) and Christ Pres- 
byterian Church, Independence Boule- 
vard and Wabash. 

The two Centers boast two of al- 
most everything. The Nursery School 
at the Northeast Community Center, 
under the leadership of Mrs. Kay 
Shangler (a graduate of Agnes Scott 
College), serves 42 children between 
the ages of two and five; many come 
six days a week as early as 7:00 a.m. 
and stay as late as 6:00 p.m. The 
Italian Institute Nursery School, under 
supervision of Miss Eunice Williams, 
has 35 children enrolled. The aggre- 
gate attendance last year was 13,571. 

A Health Center (with a total at- 
tendance of 405) takes care of children 
from two weeks to six years of age. 
Some volunteers help the pediatrician 
and a nurse from the Visiting Nurse 
Association; Mr. Simowitz supervises 
boys’ activities—Cubs, Scouts, athletic 
teams, camping, etc. Mrs. Bisceglia and 
Miss Williams supervise our Brownies, 
Scouts, Blue Birds, Campfire Girls, 
athletics and young people’s Fellow- 
ship. Aggregate attendance is 5404. 
Mrs. Bisceglia teaches music, directs 
the choir, and is organist and superin- 
tendent of the Junior Department 
(without ever asking or receiving any 
remuneration ). Large Adult Education 
classes (total attendance 3383) for 
new citizens (under the leadership of 
Mrs. Joseph Fasci) and two daily va- 
cation Bible schools are conducted si- 
multaneously for five weeks with an 
aggregate attendance of 5671. Mrs. 
Bisceglia is in charge of the one at 
the Community Center, and Mrs. L. 
Tamborello, who is in charge of our 
office work, takes charge of the Daily 
Vacation Bible School at the Italian 
Institute and Central Chapel. 


DEDICATION OF CHRIST CHURCH 
took place Sunday evening, June 
18, 1950, with Dr. Homer McMillan 
of Atlanta, delivering the dedicatory 
sermon, Dr. R. Park Johnson, of Sec- 
ond Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
reading the Scripture, Dr. William E. 
Phifer, Jr., of Central Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.) offering the prayer and 
Dr. Quincy R. Wrighr. of the Metho- 
dist Church and Dr. Janes W. Teener, 
presbyter of the Kantas City Presby- 
tery, bringing greetiigs, 
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In the spring of 1951 Upper Mis- 
souri Presbytery granted us permission 
to organize our congregation as a full- 
fledged church. We elected twelve 
elders, twelve Deacons and three trus- 
tees; and Christ Presbyterian Church 
came into existence. 

Sunday, December 2, 1951, Mr. 
Frank Barker, elder, and Mr. Harry 
D. Smyth, deacon in Central Church, 
spoke on the importance of their 
respective offices. Professor James 
Teener offered the pastoral prayer; 
and Dr. Bisceglia administered the 
Lord’s Supper and ordained the of- 
ficers with the aid of elders from 
our Presbyterian church in Kansas 
City. 

While Dr. Bisceglia was in Florida 
speaking in the interest of Home Mis- 
sions, he was elected first pastor of 
Christ Presbyterian Church, and his 
installation was held on Sunday morn- 
ing April 27. 


ANOTHER OUTSTANDING ac- 
complishment was the acquisition of 
a sixteen-room house on a lot 110 x 
300 for Sunday school rooms and play- 
ground. Our church people gave sac- 
rificially. Mr. and Mrs. George H. 
Davis, good friends of the Mission, 
came to our rescue with a gift of 
$5000. Dr. Bisceglia raised among his 
friends over $6000 and secured from 
the Home Mission Committee a dona- 
tion of $5000; Mrs. Bisceglia concurred 
with her husband in selling the manse 
(which they had been instrumental in 
buying only six years before) in or- 
der to acquire this property and now 
they occupy a portion of this house. 
The house is debt-free ana the pastor 
has raised about $10,000 for the most 
necessary improvements. Some $2000 
is needed for the playground. 


OUR GREATEST ACHIEVEMENT, 
except for the many souls born into 
the Kingdom of God, came on April 
the first, 1953, when Dr. Bisceglia 
wrote a letter to the elders of Central 
Church informing them that the con- 
gregation had decided to become self- 
supporting at once, and urging them 
to devote the $1500 they had been giv- 
ing on his salary for a full-time worker 
at the Mission, the only evangelical 
testimony in a large area, where a 





DR. BISCEGLIA 


new housing project is being com- 
pleted. 

On March 27, Mrs. Bisceglia com- 
pleted 35 years of volunteer service 
at the Italian Mission. Among her 
many endeavors, she has inspired and 
guided most of the girls and the 
women at the Mission, she has been 
organist and choir director, captain 
of our Girl Scout Troop and superin- 
tendent of the Junior Department of 
our Church school. She has done this 
(and much more), not only because 
she loves the Lord and the people 
round about us, but because the 
Women of the Church have always 
remembered us in their prayers and 
with their gifts. 

It would be a fitting tribute to her 
that Dr. Bisceglia’s fourth dream—an 
Endowment Fund of $100,000—be- 
come a reality and be known as “The 
Isabella Bisceglia Trust Fund” for the 
Italian Mission, in appreciation of her 
many years of consecrated service, 
without ever expecting or receiving 
any remuneration; and that every con- 
tribution, large or small, be person- 
ally acknowledged by Dr. Bisceglia 
and entered in our Anniversary Book 
of Remembrance. END 





I have been driven many times to my 
knees by the overwhelming conviction 
that I had nowhere else to go. My own 
wisdom, and that of all about me, seemed 
insufficient for the day. 

—Abraham Lincoln 





Prayer is a shield to the soul, a sacri- 
fice to God, and a scourge to Satan. 
—Bunyan 
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U.S. church membership nears 95 million 


By Religious News Service 


NEW yYorK—More Americans are 
church members than ever before, the 
National Council of Church reported 
here. 

Church membership climbed to a 
record 94,842,845 in 1953, exactly 
2,565,716 above the previous year. 

Furthermore, church giving is at an 
all-time high, construction has ex- 
panded eightfold since 1940 and the 
United States now has more churches, 
more clergymen and more Sabbath 
school members than at any previous 
period in its history. 

The figures are from the Yearbook 
of American Churches for 1955, pub- 
blished by the National Council on 
Sept. 15. 

Dr. Benson Y. Landis, Yearbook 
editor, said the statistics showed a 
“vigorous, sustained movement of 
Americans into the churches.” 

He said he felt one important rea- 
son for the gains was the continued 
shift in public opinion “in favor of a 
life that includes the spiritual end, in 
fact, is not complete without it.” 

Other factors cited by Dr. Landis 
were the increase in the birth rate, 
effective evangelistic efforts of the 
churches, population. shifts which 
have produced new suburban churches 
and, possibly, the unrelieved world 
crisis. 

Six out of 10 Americans—59.5 per 
cent—now hold church membership, 
the Yearbook reported. It said the 
1953 total represented a 2.8 per cent 
increase over the 1952 figure of 92,- 
277,129. The church membership gain 
compared with a U.S. population gain 
of 1.7 per cent. 

According to the Yearbook, Prot- 
estants now number 55,837,325; Ro- 
man Catholics 31,476,261; Jews, 5,- 
000,000; Eastern Orthodox, 2,100,171; 
Old Catholics and Polish National 
Catholics, 366,088, and Buddhists, 63,- 
000. 
The relative strength of Protestant 
and Catholic groups has remained 
“virtually constant” for more than 50 
years, the Yearbook said. 

In 1940 Protestants made up 28.7 
per cent of the population, Catholics 
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16.1 per cent. Last year Protestant 
churches had 35.1 per cent of the 
population and Catholic Churches, 
19.8 per cent. 

In the last year Catholics have 
gained 4 per cent and Protestants 3 
per cent. 

Although the Yearbook includes 
figures from 255 religious bodies, the 
division in American Christianity is 
not as wide as the number indicates. 

According to the tabulations, 98.2 
per cent of all church members are 
concentrated in 77 groups. There are 
18 bodies with more than one million 
members. 

About 85 per cent of Protestants 
are included within nine general de- 
nominational families. Baptists, divided 
among 25 bodies, number 17,990,613. 
Methodists in 21 denominations are 
second, with 11,641,891. 


Largest single Protestant body is 
The Methodist Church, with 9,151,524 
members, The Southern Baptist Con- 
vention, with 7,883,708, is second and 
the National Baptist Convention, 
US.A., Inc., with 4,526,847, is third. 

The Yearbook said 30,000,000 per- 
sons had joined American churches 
since 1940. This was three times as 
many as had become members in the 
previous 14-year period. 

Present growth of the churches is 
the continuation of a long-term trend. 
In 1850, the Yearbook noted, only 16 
per cent of Americans held church 
membership. 

Other tables in the Yearbook 
showed: 

A total of 35,389,466 young people 
enrolled in Sunday or Sabbath schools, 
an 8.1 per cent gain in a year. 

An increase of 9,082 places of wor- 


Statistics 


The 18 church bodies in the nation with more than a million members each are: 


Roman Catholic 
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There are six major religious groups in the U.S., 268 denominations. These groups 
with their total membership and number of churches are: 


Buddhist 
Old Catholic and Polish Natl. Catholic 


Jewish 


Protestant 


Among Protestants some of the major groupings are: 
mentee (25 DOGICS) ..........20.0% 


Protestant Episcopal 
Methodist (21 bodies) 
Lutheran (20 bodies) 
Presbyterian (10 bodies) 
Eastern Orthodox (19 bodies) 
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ship, bringing the 1953 figure to 294,- 
359. 

A rise in the number of clergymen 
in charge of local churches from 183,- 
899 to 207,618. These figures are in- 
complete, coming from only 200 re- 
ligious bodies. There are 338,250 
ordained clergymen, including those 
retired and engaged in nonpastoral 
work. 

A tremendous boom in church con- 
struction. Places of worship valued at 
$474,000,000 were built in 1953, com- 
pared to $59,000,000 in 1940. 

An average per member contribu- 
tion of $41.94 in Protestant and 
Orthodox churchs. The Yearbook re- 
ported the total Protestant and Ortho- 
dox giving at $1,401,114,217, an 8.9 
per cent increase. Figures were not 
available for Catholic churches and 
certain other bodies, but the grand 
total of church giving was estimated 
at more than $2 billion last year. 


Plan Pan-American 
Protestant youth movement 


LAKE GENEVA, WIS.—Steps toward 
the formation of a Pan-American 
Protestant youth movement were 
taken at the zoth annual meeting here 
of the United Christian Youth Move- 
ment. 

In addition to the UCYM, youth 
arm of the National Council of 
Churches, the co-operating groups 
would be the National Young People’s 
Committee of Canada and the Latin 
American Union of Evangelical Youth. 

The UCYM General Council en- 
dorsed a proposal that it send rep- 
resentatives to the Latin American 
group’s 1956 convention scheduled to 
be held in Colombia, for the purpose 
of organizing there a Pan-American 
Christian Youth Consultation Com- 
mittee. 

The proposal was advanced by 
Myriam Revel of Uruguay, a delegate 
to the World Council of Christian 
Education’s Executive Committee 
meeting which was held here simul- 
taneously with the UCYM conven- 
tion. ; 

The delegates accepted the Luther 
League of America, 40,000-member 
youth group of the United Lutheran 
Church in America, as the 29th mem- 
ber group of the UCYM and adopted 
a number of resolutions reflecting the 
organization’s views on a wide range 
of social and political issues. 
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Christian Herald sees 100-Million church 
membership by 1956 and Southern Bap- 
tists largest denomination by 1959 


Christian Herald Magazine, for Sep- 
tember, in its annual analysis of 
church membership statistics, predicts 
that American church membership 
will leap over the 100-million mark 
in 1956. This is based upon the pre- 
mise of continued annual growth at 
the average rate of the last five years 
(3.09 per cent annually.) 

The analysis also predicts that by 
1959 the Southern Baptist Convention 
will be the largest denomination in the 
United States. “A projection of the 
average annual percentage gain of 
The Methodist Church (now the 
largest denomination) during the last 
five years (1.15 per cent) and of the 
Southern Baptist Convention (4.2 per 
cent) indicates that if both bodies 
continue to grow at this rate, the 
Southern Baptist will overtake The 
Methodist Church in 1959. The pro- 
jection suggests a 1959 Southern Bap- 
tist membership of 10,091,056 and a 





Methodist Church 
9,801,411.” 

America is more church conscious 
than ever before, the Christian Herald 
analysis reveals. Referring to figures 
reported by official church statisticians 
to the National Council of Churches, 
Christian Herald notes that the per- 
centage of increase in church mem- 
bership is substantially greater than 
the percentage of population increase. 
Church membership in 1953 totalled 
nearly g5 million, with more than a 
2¥%2 million net increase over the pre- 
vious year, 


membership of 


Christian Herald’s analysis of “The 
State of the Church” is an annual 
service and covers details of the mem- 
bership, number of congregations, and 
number of clergymen in the three 
major faiths as well as the details of 
growth or decline within the larger 
Protestant denominations. 


AN ANTIBINGO RECOMMENDATION sent to the General Board of the National Council o. 
Churches bears the names of several men who attended a meeting of the Council’s Joint 
Department of Stewardship and Benevolence in Cleveland recently. Left to right: Dr. J. W. 
Bright, secretary of the Commission on Stewardship, Evangelical and Reformed Church; the 
Rev. H. Spenser Minnich, financial representative, Church of the Brethren; Dr. J. G. Patton, 
executive secretary, General Council of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.; the Rev. Thomas 
K. Thompson, executive director of the National Council’s Stewardship Department; Dr. W. J. H. 
McKnight, associate secretary, Board of Administration, United Presbyterian Church. 


55 











OLLEGE DIRECTORY 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY’‘’S TRAINING SCHOOL 


Prepares for Christian service in religious education, Bible teaching, missions, and 


church music. Courses leading to master’s and bachelor’s degrees. 


Accredited by 


Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools, and 
American Association of Schools of Religious Education. 


CHARLES E. 





Developing the Full Capacity 
of Mind, Body and Soul 


Presbyterian College 


Marshal W. Brown, President, Clinton, S. C. 


KING COLLEGE 


Presbyterian ¢ Co-educational « Founded 1867 


Sound liberal education under vigorous 
Christian influences. Fully accredited. Four- 
year liberal arts, sciences, business, education. 
FOUR TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: (1) Com- 
etitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant in Aid, (4) 
emunerative Work. Sixty-acre campus. In- 
tramural sports. Dormitories. Summer session. 
Catalogue and illustrated booklet. Board, room, 
and tuition $730. 
R. T. L. LISTON, President, 


Box S, BRISTOL, TENN. 





“Education has always yielded her best 
fruit when associated with religion.” 
—Woodrow Wilson 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Joun R. CunNINGHAM, 
President 
Davidson, North Carolina 











high promise. 








S. KRAEMER, President, 3400 Brook Road, Richmond 27, 





FLORA MACDONALD COLLEGE 


“For over half a century producing 
women of superior qualities.” 


MarsHALL Scotr Woopson 
President 


Red Springs, N. C. 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational Excellence. Moderate 
charges. Endowed. Christian em- 
phasis. A.A. and A.S. degrees. 


Graduates transfer to best colleges 
as juniors. Professor for each ten 
students. Personal attention. Scien- 
tific tests. Athletics. Two-year busi- 
ness course. Preparatory department with grades 
11 and 12. Member Southern Association of Col- 
leges and Secondary Schools. Write for catalog. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Maxton, NortH Caro.ina 





STILLMAN COLLEGE 
est. 1876 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 
The only institution for Negroes owned by the 
Presbyterian Church, 

Now Awarding yy 33 of BACHELOR of 
ARTS and BACHELOR of SCIENCE 
Bible Central in the Curriculum 
For information, write: 
SAMUEL BURNEY HAY, President 
P. O. Box 483, Tuscaloosa, Ala. 





SCHOLARSHIP COMPETITION 


The mission of the good independent college, dedicated to quality 
in education, is to find the best students and offer them the superior 
training they deserve. No matter how long a waiting list such a col- 
lege may have, it will always be seeking actively for students of 


The annual Agnes Scott scholarship competition is open to high 
school senior girls over the nation. 
the Director of Admissions before December 5 for details. 


AGNES SCOTT COLLEGE 


If you would like to enter, write 


DECATUR, GA. 


5 A ffiliated with Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
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THREE KEYS TO CHRISTIAN 
CHARACTER 


THE CHRISTIAN HOME 
THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
THE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 


—Peyton N. Rhodes, President 


SOUTHWESTERN AT MEMPHIS 


A College of Liberal Arts 
Men and Women 


and Sciences for 


Memphis 12, Tennessee 





MONTREAT COLLEGE 


Senior College Courses, Emphasis on Christian 
Living and Service 
Aliso Two-Year Business Course 
Beautiful Buildings and Grounds in 
Western North Carolina 

Cost low enough for any parents to give their 
daughter a Christian education 
For further information write: 


J. RUPERT McGREGOR, President 
Montreat, N. C. 





QUEENS COLLEGE 
Charlotte, North Carolina 
A fully accredited, four-year liberal arts 
college for women. For information write 


The Registrar. 


Edwin R. Walker, President 





MARY BALDWIN COLLEGE 


Announcing four (4-yr.) competitive scholarships 
of $3000 ($750 renewable annually). Applications 
due February 12, 1955. College Entrance Exami- 


nation Board tests required of all applicants. 
Write for details. 
Fully accredited liberal arts college for women. 


A.B. degree. Broad curriculum, small classes. 
14 majors, departmental, interdepartmental and 
an independent major, including music, art, Bible, 
dramatic arts. Courses in nursery school educa- 
tion. Catalog. 

Registrar 

Mary Baldwin College 

Dept. S, Staunton, Va. 





How to 


Educate Your Child 


at Home 

e@ Kindergarten through 9th grade 
, If distance from school, travel or 
+ illness hampers your child’s school- 
ing, give him an approved educa- 
tion in your own home with the 
famous Calvert ‘‘School-at-Home” 
Courses Teaching manual, lessons, 
books, supplies provided. Guidance 
by Calvert teachers Start any time. Used by 
more than 100,006 children all over the world. 
Write for catalog Give age and school grade of 
child. Many new schools under religious auspices 
rely upon Calvert tor their curriculum. 


CALVERT SCHOOL 


460 E. Tuscany Rd. Baltimore 10, Md, 
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CERTAINLY, SHE’S A PRESBYTERIAN! 


All photos from The State, 
Columbia, South Carolina 


Miss Universe 


By JOSEPH N. HOLCOMB 


Miriam Stevenson, a Southern Pres- 
byterian, was recently crowned “Miss 
U. S, A.” at Long Beach, Calif. Fol- 
lowing this she was proclaimed “Miss 
Universe,” which makes her the most 
beautiful girl in the world. She is the 
first American ever to have won this 
title. 

Miss Stevenson makes her home 
with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Leonard O. Stevenson, dairy farm 
Owners and operators in the Lebanon 
community, about eight miles from 
Winnsboro, S. C. 

Voted “Miss Greenwood” while a 
freshman at Lander College, Green- 
wood, S. C., Miriam next took the title 
of “Miss South Carolina” in 1953. 

Although church periodicals do not 
usually cover beauty contests, an ex- 
ception is more than warranted in the 
case of this popular and unspoiled girl. 
She is a successful Sunday school 
teacher and church worker and for 
several years has helped in the church 
choir. 

Interested in Sunday school and 
church activities from the time she 
was a small child, Miriam belongs to 
the Lebanon Presbyterian Church, or- 
ganized in 1775. In addition, she is a 
valued member of the Westminster 
Presbyterian Fellowship. 


In high school Miriam was voted 
the most talented student of the senior 
class. She graduated from Mount Zion 
Institute, Winnsboro, and is now a 
senior honor student at Lander Col- 
lege, majoring in home economics and 
minoring in dramatics, 

“Not since Moses’ sister of the same 
name watched over the ‘little prophet’ 
in the bulrushes,” says Mack Ketchin, 
editor of Miss Stevenson’s home news- 
paper, “has there been a more re- 
nowned ‘Miriam’ than Lebanon’s pride 
and joy. ... And the Scriptural allu- 
sion bears considerable relevancy, be- 
cause Miss Stevenson has displayed an 
abiding interest in religious affairs at 
home and during her college career. 
In an age when too many teen-agers 
learn to smoke before they can spell 
correctly . . . she shows, by example, 
that young people can go places, do 
things, have fun without benefit of 
the weed or vine.” 

Reared in a Christian home in a 
small crossroads community, with the 
wholesome background of farm sur- 
roundings, she loves these things. A 
little joke of the Stevenson family con- 
cerns Miriam’s favorite drink. It is 
buttermilk. 

Says her mother—‘“Miriam has an 
abiding love for people.” 


AT LEFT—Miss Miriam Stevenson models pedal pushers at South Carolina Farm and Home 
Week Observance at Clemson College, Clemson, S.C. @ BELOW—South Carolina Governor- 
Nominate George Bell Timmerman, Jr., and Miss Stevenson shake, hands at a recent celebration 
for Miss Universe at Greenwood, S.C. Miss Stevenson represented Greenwood in 1953 to win 
the Miss South Carolina contest and this year represented the town to win the Miss South 
Carolina crown, the Miss USA title and the Miss Universe crown. @ Rev. Charles Turner of 


Miriam’s home community—Lebanon near Winnsboro in Fairfield County—presents her a gift # 
from the people of the Lebanon Community at a recent homecoming for the beauty. (Photo" 


by Ernest Ferguson, Winnsboro). 
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THE STORY OF THE MANGER 
by 
WILLIAM ALLEN KNIGHT 

This newest 
Christmas story 
garners the find 
ings in Dr. 
Knight's 
search for the 
meaning in Pales 
tine and_ the 
charm in all 
Christendom of 
those graphic 
words of Luke 
about the Christ 
Child’s birth— 
“She laid Him in 
a manger.” 

Price $1.00 
At all booksellers 

W. A. WILDE COMPANY PUBLISHERS 
Boston 16 Mass. 


The Story, 


of the 


lifelong 

















f Church Worship Aids 
y for over a quarter of a 
Write for catalog and listing 
lers desirous of serving you. 


BRASS GOODS CO. 













American Seating Company | 


Church Furniture for every need 


Pulpit and communion sets, fonts and lec- 
terns available for early delivery. Also 
chancel furniture, carvings, Bodiform Pews, 
auditorium chairs, folding chairs, tables 
and Sunday-school furniture. 


Write Department 168 





55 Sudbury Street, Boston 14, Mass. 





AMERICAN SEATING COMPANY 
ta 354 Nelson Street, S. W., Atlanta 3, Ga. - 








» 4 


—_ 

CHURCH BULLETINS 
Every progressive church 
should use Winters’ De Luxe 
Bulletin Board. Dignified, 
effective, and economical. 
i Over 7,000 IN USE, increase 
attendance, interest, and 
i collections. Write today for 
i Illus. Catalog PS. H. ‘ 
i Winters Specialty Company, 
Davenport, Iowa. 

—_ 
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First adventures 


in friendship 


By NINA MILLEN 


Editor of Children’s Books 


Ox: OF THE pleasantest 
adventures in life is the making of 
new friends. They can be actual peo- 
ple who live nearby or faraway or 
they can be storybook characters. 
Insofar as they arouse affection and 
increase understanding, they enrich 
the lives of those who feel friendship 
for them. 

Kindergarten children are not too 
young to begin their adventures in 
friendship—both those that are real 
and those that come through books. 

Through the friendships with real 
boys and girls they enjoy the pleas- 
ures of companionship and learn to 
get along with others. Through their 
book friends they have their horizons 
widened. They come to know that 
there are other children like them- 
selves in many places on this wide 
earth. Often their book friends be- 
come as dear to them as any real 
friend. 


THE JOINT COMMISSION on 
Missionary Education has just pub- 
lished three new books for kinder- 
garten children. Their size is 7%”x 
8”. They are printed in four colors. 
They sell for 75 cents in paper and 
$1.25 in boards. In a boxed package 
the three sell for $2. 

The three little books are Keiko’s 
Birthday, Ronnie’s Wish, both by 
Jeanette Perkins Brown, and Nezbah’s 
Lamb, by Edith J. Agnew. All are il- 
lustrated by Jean Martinez. 

These books present three children 
—Keiko, Ronnie, and Nezbah—who 
will soon be the book friends of 
kindergartners across the country. 

Keiko was a little girl from Japan, 
and when she was almost five, she 
started to attend the kindergarten of 
the International School. Now this 
school is a little United Nations in 





itself, because it is attended by the 
children of United Nations’ workers. 
The kindergarten children plan to 
surprise Keiko on her fifth birthday, 
but it is Keiko who surprises them. 


EVERYONE WHO REMEMBERS 
what it was like to be small will have 
a fellow feeling for Ronnie. Because 
Ronnie was so small that he was al- 
ways being pushed aside by grown- 
ups at counters and overlooked in 
stores, he wished and wished that he 
were big. But one day Ronnie went 
to the children’s zoo, and to his de- 
light he found that there he just fitted 
and grownups were the wrong size. 
Only through the pictures is the fact 
made clear that the child who has this 
common experience is a Negro. 

Nezbah is a little Navaho Indian 
girl, and her playmate is her pet black 
lamb. One day Nezbah falls and hurts 
her finger. It gets very sore, so Mother 
takes her to the nurse at the clinic 
near the trading post. Black Lamb 
follows along. Nezbah is too shy and 
frightened to let the nurse touch her 
finger. But when Black Lamb gets 
pink medicine and a white bandage 
put on his scratched ear, Nezbah finds 
courage to have her finger treated, 
too. END 





“NOTHING LIKE HIGLEY’S”’ 


COMMENTARY 


famous for 





Triumph of 
research, scholar- 
ship and experience. 
Gives you 23 amazing 
features for mastering Inter- 
national Uniform Lessons. Order 
one for every teacher and watch 
your S. S. grow. Evangelical—true to 
the Bible.Recommended by great Lead- 
ers. 320 pages, 300,000 words. Washable 
cloth binding. Only $2. 


Order today from your bookstore 


THE HIGLEY PRESS fetter, indiana 
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GOD’S DESIGN 


United States of America are Chris- 
tian (and understand what it means to 
be Christian) or whether they are in- 
different to the Christian faith and its 
demands upon them. It will make a 
world of difference in the years ahead 
whether or not these men believe that 
ends justify means, that persons are of 
no value except as “things” to be used 
for pawns by those who control them, 
and that serving the Father of Lies is 
the surest and quickest way to secure 
and maintain power. It will make a 
difference whether or not Christian 
men govern the United States, and it 
will make a difference whether or not 
Christian men govern in every country 
represented here. 


h ben PRIMARY concern of the Chris- 
tian Church is certainly not with 
saving a particular civilization or a 
particular economic way of life. But 
we are concerned with creating and 
maintaining societies characterized by 
responsible freedom. Otherwise, the 
Church itself could not survive. And 
the stark fact is that the survival of 
responsible freedom in the world de- 
pends upon Christians taking seriously 
their obligations and duties as citizens. 
It also depends upon the Church send- 
ing her ablest sons and daughters into 
public life. 

Perhaps I ought to add that I am 
suffering from no delusions about it 
being an easy thing to elect Christian 
men to public office. In my country, 
however, there is a widespread mis- 
conception about the nature of the 
Christian’s contribution to politics. 
Most people seem to feel that winning 
is the essential thing and that a Chris- 
tian cannot make his contribution un- 
less he wins. I agree that winning is a 
delightful experience and that some- 
times political defeat terminates an in- 
dividual’s usefulness. But there are 
other times when a Christian may 
make his /argest contribution by fight- 
ing and losing. The essence of the 
Christian contribution to society is 
contained in those great words of our 
Lord as recorded by St. John: “Unless 
a grain of wheat falls into the earth 
and dies, it remains alone; but if it 
dies, it bears much fruit.” 
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TT LAYMAN’S specific task in so- 
ciety may be in the political arena. 
It could just as well be working in a 
steel mill, taking care of a home, sell- 
ing automobiles, raising cattle, growing 
wheat, or doing a hundred other 
things. His God-given task could be 
to continue doing exactly what he is 





THIS GIFT BIBLE MAY HELP 


doing, not because it is the only job 
available, but because what he is doing 
could, by the grace and love of God, 
become the Christian vocation § to 


which he is called, His job can become 

just that if the Church, your church 

and my church, provides laymen with 
(See page 62) 


Maroon buckram, $6.00 
Genuine leather, gilt 
edges, gift-boxed, $10.00 
AT ALL BOOKSTORES 





CHANGE SOMEONE’S LIFE 


Chances are most people on your Christ- 
mas list own a Bible written 343 years 
ago, and filled with old-fashioned expres- 
sions that are hard to understand today. 
Too often, therefore, it lies in their homes 
respected, but neglected. 

Now you can give those you love a 
Bible written in the living language of to- 
day—the great Revised Standard Version. 
Here is a Bible so clear and powerful, so 
easy to read, that it encourages people to 
turn to it far more often. And religious 
leaders praise the RSVB as a more accu- 


rate Bible, too. . . because it is based on 
the earliest known manuscripts. 

This Christmas, bring new spiritual 
riches to those you love—give the Re- 
vised Standard Version. As this great 
Bible strengthens their understanding of 
God’s Word, it can bring them—perhaps 
for the very first time—all the help and 
stimulation the Scriptures offer in these 
troubled days. 


THOMAS | \exson & SONS 


4 On wae we te at Sor Dee eT A 





¢0 {O44 wt {5 * # Kee tr $0 % P00 er LT. 


Now: an illustrated RSVB 
—only $3.50 


Here’s the ideal gift for young 
people: the i/lustrated RSVB, with 
12 full-page, full-color paintings #:: 
of beloved Biblical incidents, ea 
PLUS 12 full-page 6-color maps 


Vey of 


showing Christianity’s birthplace. t 
The illustrated RSVB hasahand- 7:8 
some black limp binding stamped G 
with genuine gold; pages have 

red edges. And every copy comes . 
in a handsome maroon-and-gold $ 


gift box. 
¥ 
* 
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The book experts 


draw up a list of books 


for Christmas giving 


Tis HISTORY OF MAN has 
been largely influenced by the devel- 
opment of the printed word. Be it 
religion or technical information, the 
printed word serves man best. Even 
television has failed to reduce man’s 
reading. Quite the opposite, it has 
made him more selective as to what 
he reads, as many surveys have pointed 
out. 

In a survey of businessmen across 
the country, it was shown that they 
would prefer books as a gift over any 
other item. This preference is not 
unexpected among those who deal 
with books every day and know the 
advantages to reading good books. 








CHOIR ROBES Write for Style Catalog 


and Fabric Selector with miniature cut-out 
showing how each fabric and color appears 
as a finished Robe. Request Catalog V23. 
For Pulpit Robe, request Catalog M23. 


E. R. MOORE CO. 
25-34 Jackson © Long Island City 1, N.Y. 
932 Dakin St. © Chicago 13, Ill. 
1908 Beverly Blud « Los Angeles 57, Calif. 
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| 
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Knowing the list of books for each 
age and interest group to be long, we 
have asked a group of book experts 
to submit a selected list of books for 
each group, so that you may be guided 
in making your selection for giving or 
getting. 


lx THE GROUP of books 
for inspirational readings we have se- 
lected the following titles: 


RELIGION IN sHOoESs, by Hunter B. 
Blakely, $2.00 

THE KINGDOM OF Gop, by John Bright, 
$3.75 

YOUR GOD Is TOO SMALL, by J. B. 
Phillips, $2.00 

OLD TESTAMENT AND THE FINE ARTS, by 
Cynthia Pearl Maus, $5.95 

MOMENTS OF ETERNITY, by Betty W. 
Stoffel, $1.25 

THE PRAYERS OF PETER MARSHALL, by 
Catherine Marshall, $3.00 . 

AMERICA’S SPIRITUAL RECOVERY, by Ed- 
ward L. R. Elson, $2.50 

CALVIN: A LIFE, by Emi! Stickelberger, 
$2.75 

ON EAGLE’S WINGS, 
Southon, $3.50 


by Arthur E. 

We would like to call your atten- 
tion particularly to Calvin: A Life, 
which is a new book, and one filled 
with information about Calvin, told 
in a most interesting manner, 


Fox NONFICTION, the se- 
lections are: 
ANGELS IN PINAFORES, by Alice Lee 
Humphreys, $2.00 








MEMORIAL 





WINDOWS 


ANTIQUE OR OPALESCENT 
BRONZE NAME PLATES 
STEEL SASH ‘ 
LLORENS 
STAINED GLASS STUDIOS 
21S MORELAND AVE,NE 
PH AL.7372 ATLANTA,GA. 






























QUICKLY FOLD 
OR UNFOLD 
FOR 
CHANGING 
ROOM USES 












TOPS OF 
MASONITE 
PRESDWOOD - FIR 
& BIRCH PLYWOOD « 
LINOLEUM » PLASTICS 
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SEA STRONG, RIGID 
MINIMUM TUBULAR 
STORAGE STEEL LEGS 
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MITCHELL MANUFACTURING CO. 


2748 S. 34th St., Milwaukee 46, Wis., Dept ai 








Can‘t you envision the delight in 
one of these delightfully eye-catching 
Moorish handbags. They are a gay 
galaxy of intense color, hand sewn in 
genuine Moroccan leather for strength 
and durability. 


Pictured here are just a few of the multitude 
of exotic shapes and styles you can choose from. 
Friends will be pleased with these bags which, 
sum up in their strikng patterns all the excite- 
ment of an Oriental bazaar. 

Each piece will be delivered directly from 
Morocco. A part of our income goes to mission- 
ary work in Morocco. Write for illustrated cata- 
log immediately to: 








MOROCCAN ENTERPRISES, INC. 
British P. O. Box 316 
Tangier, Morocco 





«Pulpit and Choir: 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


Church Furniture . Stoles 


Ei Embroideries Vestments 


PHangings Cemmunion 


Sets . Altar Brass Goods 
CATALOG ON vFoutsT 4 


ChURCH GOODS 
SUPFLY COMFANY 
821-25 ARCH STKEET, PHILADELPHIA 7, Fa. 


LEARN AT HOME 
TO BE A PRACTICAL NURSE 


You can learn practical nursing at home 
in spare time. Course endorsed by phy- 
* sicians. Thousands of graduates. 
HIGH SCHOOL NOT REQUIRED 
55th year. One graduate has charge of 
10-bed hospital. Another saved $400 
while learning.” Equipment included. 
Men, women, 18 to 60. Easy tuition’payments. Trial plan. 
CHICAGO SCHOOL OF NURSING 
Lent. 2011 25 East Jackson Blvd., Chicago 4, III. 











Please send free booklet and 16 sample lesson pages. 
Name 
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Your Armchair Trip 
to a Land of Ancient Splendor 
and Modern Turmoil 


. Soe 
with me fo 


India 


by 
DOROTHY 
CLARKE 





WILSON 


author of 

Prince of Egypt, 
House of Earth, 
and other works 





Stalking Nehru with a box camera 
—and attending the inauguration 
of the first president of India— 

Sharing a tiny first-class train com- 
partment with forty other pas- 


sengers— 

Running head-on into a_ sacred 
cow— 

Witnessing revolting monkey-god 


worship and praying in mission- 
ary churches of extraordinary 
courage — 


Such are the vivid scenes Dorothy 
Clarke Wilson describes in this 
diary account of her six-months trip 
to India. 

“I did India,” says Mrs. Wilson, 
“14,000 miles of it—by plane, rail- 
road, bus, Model T, tonga, ekka, 
ricksha, flatboat, and elephant... . 
I came back with a renewed faith 
in democracy and a firm conviction 
of the marvelous opportunity we 
have as Christians to help bring 
about the fulfillment of the Indian 
dream—by living, not just preach- 
ing and teaching, Christianity.” 

The fascinating account of an 
American’s adventures in India— 
land of turmoil and change, a coun- 
try whose future may be as impor- 
tant to us as that of America itself. 


PUBLISHED Nov. 8. 
$2 At All Bookstores 
« ¢ ABINGDON PRESS 
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FIRESIDE BOOK OF FOLK SONGS, $5.00 
FIRESIDE BOOK OF FAVORITE AMERICAN 
SONGS, $5.00 


Of course, if you get Angels in 
Pinafores, you will surely want to 
read Miss Humphreys’ other book, 
Heaven in My Hand. These are won- 
derful books both inside and outside, 
with their clever covers. 


wm Of 


The list of religious books for chil- 
dren includes: 


MY FIRST BOOK ABOUT JESUS, by Mary 
Alice Jones, $1.00 

BIBLE CHILDREN, by Pelagie Doane, 
$2.75 

EARLY OLD TESTAMENT STORIES, by 
Ethel L. Smither, $1.50. 


Also for children are: 


MY FIRST STAMP OUTFIT, $2.00 
THE WONDERFUL WORLD, by James 
Fisher, $2.50 


Bruce are always a wel- 
come gift and with the publication of 
the Revised Standard Version, there 
seems to be a new and greater interest 
in the greatest of books. We suggest 
the following r.s.v. Bibles to give or 
to get for yourself: 

RSV BIBLE: red genuine leather, indi- 
vidually boxed, $10.00 

Rsv BIBLE: blue washable cloth, $3.25 

RSV BIBLE: black sturdite, morocco 
grained, individually boxed, $3.50 


No CHRISTMAS would be 
complete without at least one Christ- 
mas story. There are many fine ones 
which can be used as gifts, for the 
family at home or for church groups, 
but we have selected: 


WHEN JESUS WAS A LITTLE Boy, by 
Georgia Moore Eberling, $1.50 
LET’S KEEP CHRISTMAS, by Peter Mar- 
shall, $1.50 
JESUS THE LITTLE NEW BABY, by Mary 
Edna Lloyd, $1.00 
If you are looking for a play to use 
at church or school, we suggest: 

THE WISE MAN FROM THE WEST, by 
Annie L. Carlton, 25¢,,$2.00 doz. 
AND THERE WERE SHEPHERDS, by O. G. 

Herbrecht 25¢ 

An inexpensive gift is one of the 
many gift booklets published for 
Christmas giving. The ones we have 
selected are: 
CHRISTMAS IDEALS, artistic presentation 








Dramatic 

stories to 

awaken teens /'3 

to man’s great hi 
/) 

spiritual 

adventure p & 


HEROES 
OF 


GOD 


NARCISSA AND 
MARCUS WHITMAN 


MARTYRS ON THE OREGON TRAIL 
ANN WEST WILLIAMS. The In- 
dians themselves asked to learn about 
Christianity, and the young Whitmans 
braved the frontier to teach them. J — 
Then, turning hostile, the Indians rose \ 
in violence—a thrilling climax to this 
tale of a woman and man serving God 
in the Far West. 

Just published, $2.00 


SIMON PETER 


FISHER OF MEN 

ALBERT N. WILLIAMS. Hear Peter 
vividly tell his own story: How one 
day he heard a carpenter speak in the 
synagogue. How he followed this 
stranger, Jesus, and how the realiza- 
tion that He was truly the Son of God 
shaped the rest of Peter’s life. 


Just published, $2.00 
DAVID 


WARRIOR OF GOD 
JUANITA JONES. Just a boy with a 
sling and a talent for songs, David 
climbed to brilliant heights, only to 
be doomed by his fatal character flaw. 
Fast-paced, colorful, a portrait of 
strength and weakness, action and 
passion. Just published, $2.00 


QUEEN ESTHER 


STAR IN JUDEA’S CROWN 
LAURA LONG. “Biblical retelling at 
its best.” — Chad Walsh, New York 
Times Book Review. $2.00 


THE WORLD’S FIRST MISSIONARY 
ALBERT N, WILLIAMS, “Simply yet 
movingly told. Centers on action 


rather than theory.” —The Hartford 
Times. $2.00 


JEREMIAH 


PROPHET OF DISASTER 

VIRGINIA GREENE MILLIKIN. 

“The author has made Jeremiah’s un- 

wavering hope for his people a living 

thing.” —Columbus Dispatch. $2.00 
All books in the HEROES OF GOD 
SERIES for teen-agers are carefully 
checked in manuscript by responsible 
religious leaders and educators. 
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PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES 


Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 
Box 1020, Dallas 21, Tex. 
Box 6127, Atlanta 5, Ga. 





























































of old-fashioned Christmas Ideals, 
$1.25 
CHRISTMAS ANNUAL, a family book, 
$1.25 
THE PULLERS OF THE STAR, by Mary 
Lou Lacy, s5o¢ 
FRENCH FOLD CARDS, of colorful Christ- 
mas Greetings, 50¢ doz. 
CANDLELIGHT SERVICE SET, $3.75 
We are sure that you will be taken 
with The Pullers of the Star, a new 
booklet by John Knox Press. In its 
own envelope, it is ready for mailing 
or giving. The story is as gay and 
charming as the paper on which it is 
printed. 
Since no Christmas would be com- 
plete without cards and candles, we 





Probably the greatest 


ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
Value for the Money Today 


Look at what you receive... 


$150 a Month — and more 
v4 will cost only $12 A YEAR 


(under 60) 














] (with eligible application) 
puts it into effect 


Exclusively For 


~ FULL-TIME RELIGIOUS WORKERS 


This unusual offer is made to ministers, deaconesses, re- 
ligious education directors, YMCA-YWCA secretaries, 
seminary students and church related college instruc- 
tors if under 65 years of age. 

The “Criterion” policy bulletin tells of the long list 
of benefits—such as: $150 a month, up to 24 months, 
for disability by accident . . . $150 a month, up to 10 
weeks, extra if hospitalized by injuries . . . $5000 if you 
die by accident . . . $5000 for loss of two limbs or eyes 
by accident. No salesman will be sent to call on youl 
Write for free “Criterion” bulletin. 


THE MINISTERS LIFE & 
CASUALTY UNION 


141 Ministers Life Bidg. 
Minneapolis 16, Minnesota 

















would like to suggest the French Fold 
Card #401, one dozen for 50 cents, 
and the Candlelight Service Set at 
$3.75. 

All of these books and Christmas 
items may be purchased through your 
Presbyterian Book Store. For addi- 
tional suggestions, write direct to your 
Book Store, they will be happy to 
help you. 


FLORIDA 





regarding women speaking in the 
church. His protest will be forwarded 
to the General Assembly where Dr. 


| Albert J. Kissling, pastor of River- 








side Church, Jacksonville, has been 
appointed to defend the action of 
Synod. 

March 7 to April 10, 1955, has been 
designated as a period of simultaneous 
missions in which the ministers of 
Florida will go to Alabama from 
March 7 to 10 and pastors of Alabama 
churches will be preaching in Florida 
March 27 to April 3, 1955. 

The “Forward with Christ Move- 
ment” was adopted by the Synod for 
1955-57: 








GOD’S DESIGN 


(From page 59) 








the instruction they need. It is our 
responsibility to see that it does. 

And so we laymen go about our 
work in society knowing that through 
it we affirm our faith, give our witness 
and live our Christian life. 


COPIES OF FULL TEXT of Col. 
Miller’s address are available upon re- 
quest. Address to Presbyterian News, 341 C 
Ponce de Leon Avenue, N.E., Atlanta, Ga. 














26 PRYOR STREET, N.E. 





EXTRA EARNINGS 


WHERE THOUSANDS SAVE MILLIONS 


Accounts In Person or by Mall 


FULTON COUNTY FEDERAL 


SAVINGS & LOAN ASSOCIATION 


FOR 


SAVE 


ATLANTA, GEORGIA 











NEW BOOKS 


Sentence Reviews 


HOW TO WORK WITH YOUR 
BOARD AND COMMITTEES, by 
Lovis H. Blumenthal. Association 
Press, New York, 1954. $1.00, 64 


pages. 


This book is a thought-provoking 
treatment of the techniques of group 
work when professional and nonpro- 
fessional persons must work together. 
It is particularly applicable to those 
who serve in board member and staff 
member relationships on General As- 
sembly, synod, and presbytery boards 
and agencies. It should prove helpful 
also to local church work, although 
it is not written to the local church 
situation. 


—William P. Anderson Jr. 


ONE POT COOKERY, by Eidola J. 
Bourgaize. Association Press. $2.50, 
126 pages. 


This excellent book is exactly what 
it claims to be: 233 easy-to-make, in- 
expensive, tasty dishes, that you can 
cook quickly in casseroles, chafing 
dishes, and lowly metal pots. 

It will be used by the whole family 
—Father for his cronies, Junior for 
campfire meals, Sis for her gang, and 
Mother on a busy day. 

Everything from a backyard clam- 
bake to fish in a bag. Mouth-watering 
and soul-satisfying receipts. 

—R. Jamison Watson 


HAVE FUN WITH YOUR CHILDREN, 
by Frances R. Horwich and Reinald 
Werrenrath, Jr. Prentice-Hall, Inc. 
$2.95, 187 pages. 


For help in guiding tots through 
their important formative years—the 
ones before school begins and the 
early ones in the classroom. Here are 
pointers on how to handle such 
troublesome family problems as the 
first day at school, sharing, family 
friends and entertainment—plus a way 
of understanding children that can 
lead to increased happiness for the 
entire family. 

It is written in the same delightfully 
informal style that has endeared “Miss 
Frances” to her tremendous TV audi- 
ence. 
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PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 























YOU MUST BE INTERESTED 


Never in the history of the Church have there been more varying currents than at the 
present time. 





Every Christian must be both interested and informed regarding the implications of 
present-day activities and news. 


The SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL is unique in its wide interests, 
its fearless witness for the historic Christian faith, and its keen analysis of world and 
Church events. 


Repeatedly it has been said, “You have the finest editorials to be found in any reli- 
gious paper in America.” 


The JOURNAL is a complete church paper: 
NEWS 
EDITORIALS 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 

YOUNG PEOPLE’S PROGRAMS 

WOMEN’S WORK 

BOOK REVIEWS 

“ANGLERS,” unique and inspiring 
column by Wade C. Smith. 


The JOURNAL is a must for those who want to know what is back of the Church 
news. Subscribers live in every state in the union and in many foreign countries. 


You need its weekly message. Write for sample copies. 


Subscription price $2.50 per year. We allow $1.00 commission to Women of the 
Church for each new subscription sent in. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, North Carolina 


“A Presbyterian weekly magazine devoted to the statement, defense, and propaga- 
tion of the Gospel, the faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints.” 




















NOVEMBER, 1954 63 















































PRESBYTERIAN HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS! 


Ch petitive Scholarships 


From $2,000.00 to $100.00 


Each year the Presbyterian Church, to encourage high scholastic standards, offers 
twenty scholarships to deserving students. Scholarships are awarded on the basis 
of standard aptitude tests, high school recommendation, an autobiography, and 

an essay on the subject: “My Reason for Choosing a Church College.” 
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Scholarships To Be Awarded 1 for $500 
1 for $2000 1 for $400 
1 for $1600 3 for $300 
1 for $1200 3 for $200 
1 for $1000 8 for $100 
(% each college year) (one year only) 


YOU ARE ELIGIBLE if you are a senior in an accredited high school, or a recent 
graduate who has done no college work, and are a member of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church. Write today to the Division of Higher Education, Box 1176, 
Richmond 9, Virginia, and secure your application blank. Deadline for returning 
completed applications is January 8, 1955. 








YOU MAY Al » the Presbyterian College of your choice 
Senior College President Address 
PO RS a A, SAT eT Rev. Wallace M. Alston, Th.D., LL.D......... Decatur, Ga. 
NNR ENE ea, 9-019 <35 -ass4, 5: ot oie 0 vienna Poul. A: MeCGia, PRD. 6655s. Oe ea ed Batesville, Ark. 
sal : IN, PNG chahcaan wae asi ee tine John D. Moseley, M.A., LL.B,.............. Sherman, Tex. 
ia (ON OE RE Ee Pree ER Rev. R. McFerran Crowe, Th.M., D.D........ Jackson, Miss. 
AN 262s s came teres Sadeesaa Rev. Walter A. Groves, Ph.D.............. Danville, Ky. 
0S IR ES RO PN IC Oe Rev. John R. Cunningham, LL.D........... Davidson, N. C. 
aie Oe RG a. . 5-<.0.4.0's vin ad sieves Rew: Care B. eh, Bx. cies oe ese Elkins, W. Va. 
Flora Mandondld:..... 2... ccc cece Rev. Marshall Woodson, M.A., Th.D....... Red Springs, N. C. 
Hampden-Sydney...........+.seeee- Rev. Edgar G. Gammon, LL.D.............. Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
OER A RE Ae PPO AE ae Se PUES? oc Pee GE... MURR, Pes bins 6 oecsieic diewat Bristol, Tenn. 
ee See ee ricer. Charles W. McKenzie, Ph.D.,.............. Staunton, Va. 
MMMM atl Seley, a :ie''G dk siaje ed's: 0 0a) eieabee Rev. J. Rupert McGregor, Th.D............. Montreat, N. C. 
MIINIE oto fe 2, cx 2 claves aia one ib ned Marshall W. Brown, Ped.D................ Clinton, S. C. 
| Sa Ae ete aes eee Edwin BR. Walker, Ph.D... 66 occ ediweed Charlotte, N. C. 
ROR RENRS fini-cin (ass pia) aaik ene Sia Blas Peyton M. Rhodes, PRD... ...).......0..i00008 Memphis, Tenn. 
re aire ary or | Rev. Sam Burney Hay, D.D................ Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
ce ICR ROOTS Rev. William W. Hall, Jr., Ph.D............ Fulton, Mo. 





Junior College 


TE ee Botert G. Lomdalt. Bec socks icc iwic ccna Jackson, Ky. 
Ream 5,65 abs wai bia ecw tla Oe Rev. Fletcher Nelson, B.A... .......ss0000. Banner Elk. N. C. 
NE 02) oa bays 1a ulna e pvson elote aie soue ae John Montgomery, M.A...............5-- Statesville, N. C. 
OO OTe CREE Piet, So ee ee TS, RMR Ue ois 8 Gia 5 Sones’ Raleigh, N. C. 
Presbyterian Junior............+500- Rev. Louis C. LaMotte, M.A., Th.D.......... Maxton, N. C. 
I S10 as heals 4.8596 hia eee Sk Andrew Edington, M.A............-00008- Kerrville, Tex. 


OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia 


